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Your Excellency, Ladies and Gentlemen, 

It gives me great pleasure to welcome you to the Third Regional Training 

Workshop on the Management of Data for the Third Phase of the Global Youth Tobacco 

Survey. In 1998, the WHO Tobacco Free Initiative and the Office on Smoking and 

Health of the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention in Atlanta began the 

development of a global youth tobacco survey as part of a project on youth and tobacco. 

The survey was developed to enhance the capacity of countries to design, implement and 

evaluate their comprehensive tobacco control programmes. Certainly, that is what has 

been achieved so far at the country and regional levels. In this regard, allow me to thank 

the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention for its tireless efforts to assist WHO and 
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the countries of the Eastern Mediterranean Region in their tobacco control activities. 

Without its assistance and support, this workshop would not have been possible.  

Since the regional launch of the global youth tobacco survey in Morocco in 

January 2001, 15 countries have successfully managed to complete the survey. This third 

regional workshop will analyse the results of the implementation of the survey in those 

countries that have joined the second phase of implementation, and will train new 

countries to implement the survey. It is hoped that by the end of the workshop, all 

countries of the Eastern Mediterranean Region will be involved in the survey. 

Tobacco use is a major public health challenge throughout the world, and 

particularly in this Region. The recent results of the survey showed that the prevalence of 

tobacco use among youth aged 13 to 15 years has reached up to 47% in some countries. 

Current figures also show that children as young as 8 years old have started to smoke. If 

this trend continues, by the year 2030 there will be more than 10 million deaths attributed 

to tobacco use, 70% of which will occur in developing countries. 

The survey also revealed certain positive elements, such as the fact that around 

82% of the children surveyed in some countries acknowledged that smoke from others is 

harmful to them, around 91% thought that smoking should be banned in public places 

and nearly 73% expressed a desire to quit the habit. Additionally, data collected from the 

survey have provided important insights into the perceptions of children. 87% of the 

students had seen pro-smoking media messages in the 30 days prior to the conduct of the 

survey, whereas 78% had seen anti-smoking media messages.  

These figures should not be taken lightly. Rather, they require firm action. The 

core of the problem needs to be identified and addressed. Although it is true that the 

tobacco companies are responsible for luring the innocent and unsuspecting youths into 

the deadly habit of smoking through their marketing and communication activities, they 

are not the only party at fault. Other external influences have assisted tobacco companies 

in achieving their aim. The survey has shown that around 60% of the youth surveyed live 

in homes where others smoke in their presence, around 48% have parents who smoke and 

around 62% are exposed to smoke in public places. Exposure to second-hand smoke 
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accustoms young people to cigarette smoke, and may encourage them to try smoking for 

themselves. 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

Some countries are now taking action in light of the results of the survey. For 

example, in Egypt the Ministry of Health and Population is reviewing all academic 

curricula in order to modify or introduce tobacco control related knowledge. At the same 

time, the United Arab Emirates is designing a school-based competition as part of a 

health education programme on tobacco control related information. These are the types 

of activities needed to respond to the findings of the survey. Re-implementation of the 

survey will make possible a true evaluation of the effectiveness of national efforts in 

responding to the results of the first survey. 

One other important point that I would like to share with you is the importance of 

involving all sectors not only in the implementation of the survey but also in the phases 

and steps that follow. In some countries of the Eastern Mediterranean Region, national 

committees were established for the implementation of the survey. Such committees 

could continue their work after implementation, to redesign the survey and to adjust 

national policies according to the survey results. The involvement of the media in the 

process is vital to ensure that the whole nation is involved in and aware of the survey and 

is informed of the results.  

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

Let us all work hand in hand not only to complete the implementation of the 

survey but also to devise strategic methods and techniques that will help us in developing 

and redirecting national tobacco control plans to include evidence-based activities aimed 

at saving young people from the health hazards of tobacco. 

Finally, allow me to thank you all and to wish you a fruitful meeting and a 

pleasant time in Cairo. 


