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Dear Colleagues, Ladies, and Gentlemen, 

It is a great pleasure to welcome you to the fifth meeting of the Technical Advisory Group 

for poliomyelitis eradication for Afghanistan. I would like to thank the TAG members for their 

continued participation and guidance in the fight to eradicate poliomyelitis from Afghanistan and 

the Region. I would also like to commend the Ministry of Public Health in Afghanistan and the 

many polio eradication partners in Afghanistan for their great commitment and efforts towards the 

eradication goal.  
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Dear Colleagues, 

We continue to witness great achievements towards the goal of polio eradication in the 

Eastern Mediterranean Region. During 2002, 4 countries reported ongoing polio transmission. 

Egypt and Somalia reported only a few cases, and interruption of transmission appears to be at hand 

in these countries. Afghanistan reported 10 polio cases during 2002 and has reported only one case 

to date in 2003. In Pakistan, 90 cases were reported during 2002, and as of the end of May 2003, 40 

cases have been reported. Certification standard surveillance is being maintained and former 

reservoir areas are drying up.  

We must remember that Afghanistan and Pakistan share a common reservoir of poliovirus 

due to the large population movements across the border. Afghanistan and Pakistan should be 

addressed as one epidemiological unit to overcome the challenges of stopping ongoing virus 

transmission. I commend and encourage the efforts of the two countries to synchronize their 

immunization activities and to work hand-in-hand to detect and stop poliovirus transmission.  

Dear Friends, 

Our colleagues in Afghanistan are to be congratulated for their tremendous efforts under 

difficult circumstances. A surveillance review conducted in March confirms that surveillance 

quality is being maintained despite ongoing conflict. In 2002, supplementary immunization 

activities continued to reach all children throughout Afghanistan, thanks to detailed plans and 

excellent execution. These efforts make miracles a commonplace occurrence.  

During 2003, both surveillance and supplementary immunization activities have continued 

to be conducted to the same excellent standard with the goal of interrupting poliovirus transmission. 

With the guidance from this meeting, I am sure that efforts will be successful. These efforts will 

benefit not only children in Afghanistan today but also future generations.  

Dear Colleagues, 

I wish to take this opportunity to acknowledge the strong and valuable support of the polio 

partners for the national polio eradication programme. The spearheading partners of WHO, 
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UNICEF, the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention and Rotary International continue to 

provide the necessary technical and financial support. Other key organizations that are supporting 

the programme include United States Agency for International Development, the UK Department 

for International Development and the Government of Japan. The new partnership between the 

World Bank, Rotary International, Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation and United Nations 

Foundation is seeking new means to provide resources for oral poliovaccine, and it is hoped that 

these efforts will soon be successful. I am sure you agree that we can only achieve our goals by 

continuing to work closely together.  

In conclusion, I would like to thank you once again for your commitment and for taking the 

time from your busy schedules to attend this meeting. I look forward to receiving your views and 

recommendations on how to help the national polio eradication programme of Afghanistan succeed 

in interrupting wild poliovirus transmission and sustaining high-quality surveillance. I wish you a 

successful meeting and an enjoyable stay in Geneva. 


