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Ladies and Gentlemen, 

It is a great pleasure to be with all of you on the occasion of the First 

International Symposium on Epizootic Diseases in Livestock and their Effects on 

Pilgrims in Hajj Season. 

I would like first to thank the organizers for the opportunity to attend this 

important gathering. I would also like to congratulate them for the pertinence of the 

topics to be addressed during the symposium, which reflect the extent of the attention 

given by the Government of Saudi Arabia not only to zoonosis control in general but 

also to reducing health risks for the millions of pilgrims visiting the Kingdom every 

year. 
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I am pleased to note that although the symposium has been organized by the 

Ministry of Higher Education, this was done in close collaboration with the Ministry 

of Health and the Ministry of Agriculture. Such collaboration is essential for the 

development of comprehensive multisectoral approaches needed for the control of 

zoonosis. It will also facilitate the identification of activities necessary for each sector 

to conduct in order to minimize the risk of zoonotic infections during the hajj season. 

You are all aware that salmonellosis and other food-borne zoonoses are the 

main risks during the hajj season. The activities needed to counter all these risks must 

be reinforced by every sector involved. These activities include, at minimum, certain 

specific actions from each sector. The public health sector must strengthen the 

surveillance and enforcement of food hygiene, the monitoring of food and water 

quality and the health education of food handlers.  

The veterinary sector must ensure the vaccination of food animals, disinfection 

of farms and egg incubators, hygienic disposal of animals waste materials, the 

identification and culling of sick animals, imposition of precautionary measures to 

avoid contamination of carcasses and the prevention of Salmonella contamination 

during processing of food of animal origin. In this respect, the role of the Ministry of 

Municipal and Rural Affairs in reinforcing the analysis of egg samples before 

distribution and in the examination and inspection of slaughtered animals is 

particularly important during the hajj season. 

The Regional Office is actively engaged in following up and supporting 

national zoonosis control programmes in the Region, among which the programme of 

Saudi Arabia is one of the most successful. The multisectoral approach was adopted 

in the Kingdom in the early 1990s. A zoonosis committee is in place, with 

representatives of different ministries, and zoonotic disease control units exist in the 

Ministry of Health, the Ministry of Agriculture and the Ministry of Municipal and 

Rural Affairs. The role of the zoonosis committee and control units will be crucial for 

the translation of the recommendations and programme adopted during the 

symposium into practical and coordinated workplans with a clear mandate for each 

sector.  
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Their roles will also be crucial for mobilizing the technical and financial 

resources necessary to operationalize the recommendations of the meeting, for 

ensuring effective communication between sectors, for planning and implementing 

joint in-service training programmes and developing and for implementing specific 

health education programmes in coordination with the health authorities of the 

pilgrims’ countries of origin. 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

In recent years, the zoonosis control programme in the Kingdom was able to 

contain an important outbreak of Rift Valley fever very quickly. This success was 

attributed to the combined efforts of several different sectors administered under one 

coordinating body. Another notable success is in rabies control. Since 1999, as a 

result of improvements in the post-exposure treatment programme, no cases of human 

rabies have been reported, despite an increase in the number of animal bites and 

despite the persistence of rabies in wild animals. However, in other areas, such as 

brucellosis control, more efforts are needed to ensure a strong veterinary component 

capable of sustaining mass vaccination of animals. Clearly, there are many lessons to 

be learned from the experiences in zoonoses control in the Kingdom which will help 

in developing a programme for control of zoonotic infections during the hajj season. 

You may be confident that the Regional Office is committed to providing all 

necessary support to the programme in Saudi Arabia to ensure that those who visit the 

Kingdom for hajj not only remain in good health but also do not become a source of 

spread of infections. 

I wish you much success in your symposium, with fruitful discussions and 

outputs. 


