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Your Excellency, Distinguished Guests, Ladies and Gentlemen, 
 

It gives me great pleasure to welcome you today to the WHO Regional Office for the 

Eastern Mediterranean to this important workshop which has been organized in collaboration 

with the League of Arab States and the Health Ministers’ Council for Gulf Cooperation Council 

States, to raise awareness of and build capacity in relation to application of the Framework 

Convention on Tobacco Control (FCTC) among GCC States.   

 

As you are all aware, the FCTC was adopted unanimously by Member States at the 56th 

World Health Assembly on Wednesday, 21 May 2003 through resolution WHA56.1, marking the 

greatest triumph for public health in the 21st century so far. From 16 June 2003 the treaty was 

open for signature and ratification. Forty countries are required to ratify the Convention in order 

for it to enter into international law. To date, we have had 77 signatures and five ratifications. 
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From the Eastern Mediterranean Region, seven out of  22 Member States have signed the FCTC, 

namely Egypt, Islamic Republic of Iran, Kuwait, Qatar, Syrian Arab Republic, Tunisia and 

Yemen.    

  

With that, it is clear that we face a great yet attainable challenge; a challenge that entails 

working towards ensuring the prompt entry of the FCTC into force as well as its implementation 

at the national level. Nonetheless, this challenge can materialize only if all sectors join hands to 

advocate for tobacco control in general, and the FCTC in particular, as well as work towards 

changing and eliminating the false and deceptive images that have long been associated with 

tobacco use.  

 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

 

The death toll associated with tobacco-use has been escalating over the years and now 

stands at 5 million deaths annually. It is estimated that by 2020, tobacco-related deaths will reach 

10 million each year. 70% of these deaths will be from the developing world as the tobacco 

industry continues to shift its lethal business tactics from the industrialized countries, where 

restrictions are tightening, to developing countries which are seen as a soft target: soft on policy 

implementation and soft on public health education and awareness-raising. Consequently, to 

achieve our goal of 40 ratifications for the FCTC to enter into force we must work, and work 

hard. Different sectors have to be involved. The ratification of any international treaty at the 

national level naturally involves many partners. We must learn from the process and experience 

of ratifying other treaties, such as the Convention on the Rights of the Child which was ratified 

by many of this Region’s Member States. 

 

Ladies and Gentlemen,  

 

Thorough knowledge of and familiarity with the FCTC and its context and implications is a 

vital step in the process of ratification and implementation. Without this knowledge, ratification 

might be useless. For successful ratification, the obligations entailed by the Convention must be 

clear, as well as the consequences at different levels. 
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Sharing experience, learning from each other, knowing more about the process of 

ratification at the national and international levels are the main objectives of this workshop. It is a 

learning process for all of us. 

 

Over the past few years, we have successfully managed to mobilize the support of many 

sectors at the official level in the countries of the Region. In addition to the health sector, we have 

activated the role of civil society in tobacco control, worked with countries from across the 

Region to develop national tobacco control plans of action, and witnessed the adoption of many 

comprehensive tobacco control laws, particularly in Egypt, Pakistan, Qatar and Saudi Arabia.    

 

Clearly, the drive is there. The effort is undoubtedly being made and the base has been 

established in various countries of the Eastern Mediterranean Region.  

 

Ladies and Gentlemen,  

 

I am filled with hope that this workshop will be an additional step in driving the FCTC 

forward, as well as tobacco control efforts in general, both locally and regionally. As most of you 

know this is not the first time an FCTC-related meeting has been held in our region. Previous 

meetings have been held in Cairo, Teheran and Bahrain. Those meetings were extremely useful 

in generating action throughout the Region. I am confident that the outcome of this workshop 

will  be no less effective. 

 

Finally, I wish you all a very pleasant stay in Cairo among its warm and pleasant people and 

thank all our distinguished guests for being here.     

 
 
 

 


