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Members of the Technical Advisory Group 

Representatives of Partner Agencies 

Dear Colleagues, Ladies and Gentlemen, 

It gives me great pleasure to welcome you all to the Fourth Meeting of the Technical Advisory 

Group for Poliomyelitis Eradication in Egypt. I am very pleased to note that we are witnessing 

excellent epidemiological development in polio eradication in Egypt. This is due to the strong 

commitment of H.E. the Minister of Health and Population and all the staff of the Ministry, to 

implement the very valuable recommendations made by the TAG during the last three meetings. 
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The support extended by the partners, particularly UNICEF, USAID, CDC and Rotary 

International, has also been a great help to the Ministry in responding to the TAG recommendations. 

Dear Colleagues, 

I am very pleased to note that the culture of fear that prevailed before your first meeting is now 

over, thanks to the efforts of Dr Tag El Din and the new programme leadership. Under the present 

prevailing transparent surveillance system, strongly encouraged by the Minister himself, we are all 

very pleased to note that no polio cases have been reported since December 2002, and that the 

expanded system of environmental monitoring indicates absence of the wild virus from all the 

samples collected from all the sites since February this year. 

Dear Colleagues, 

Dr Tag El Din and all the staff of the Ministry at all levels are to be congratulated for the 

excellent achievements in the last two rounds of NID carried out in March and May 2003, and the 

sub-national campaign carried out a few days ago in the Sharkia province, which witnessed the last 

clinical case and the last positive environmental sample. I am pleased that these campaigns were 

carried out house to house and achieved very high coverage rates. Another achievement has been 

the strong participation of the different governmental and non-governmental sectors. I am very 

encouraged by the fact that the Ministry has taken the necessary steps to address all the observations 

made by the independent monitors, and hence the improvement observed from one round to the 

next. 

The extra financial support provided by CDC to permit the use of offshore vaccine in the last 

NID and SNID, which was made upon your recommendations is highly appreciated. 

Dear Colleagues, 

These high quality activities, which have been behind the present achievements, must be 

maintained. I am confident that the Ministry will continue its efforts to reach each and every child 

under 5 during the immunization campaigns, and will continue to refine the implementation of all 

the polio eradication strategies. I am sure that the Ministry will continue to ensure the complete 
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elimination of the previous pervasive culture of fear to avoid any possible suppression of AFP case 

reporting. 

Last time we indicated that we can see the light at the end of the tunnel, and now it is clear that 

we are getting nearer and nearer to achieving the target. The national programme is continuing on 

the right track, thanks both to your excellent advice and, most important, to the great commitment 

expressed more than once by Dr Tag El Din and his full support for the implementation of your 

recommendations.  

On behalf of all the partners, I wish to assure him of our continued support and collaboration 

in the Ministry's effort to achieve the goal of polio eradication.  

I wish to thank you all again for your continued guidance and look forward to your views and 

recommendations. 


