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Ladies and Gentlemen, dear Colleagues, 

 

 It gives me great pleasure to welcome you all to this Regional 

Meeting of the National Managers on Leprosy Elimination, in 
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which you will review  progress in elimination of leprosy at sub-

national levels in leprosy-endemic  countries, consolidate joint 

action with nongovernmental organizations in elimination of 

leprosy and assess operational needs. I wish to express sincere 

thanks to the Government of the Islamic Republic of Iran for 

hosting this meeting and for the excellent arrangements made and 

the facilities provided for the participants. 

 

 Leprosy is still considered a public health problem in some 

countries of the Eastern Mediterranean Region, despite the 

significant progress made in reduction of the prevalence of the 

disease at the national level. The public health importance of 

leprosy is defined by the continued detection of a significant 

number of new cases of leprosy in some endemic countries, and by 

the high rate of impairments and deformities registered among 

detected patients. In addition, some countries experience specific 

problems in timely diagnosis and treatment of new cases due to 

insecurity in endemic areas, presence of social stigma in relation to 

leprosy, high population movement and lack of resources. 

 

The progress and setbacks in the elimination of leprosy in the 

Eastern Mediterranean Region were thoroughly discussed  at the 

previous meeting of the national managers from leprosy-endemic 
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countries which took place in Damascus, Syrian Arab Republic  in 

November 2001. It was recognized that Member States of the 

Eastern Mediterranean Region had made significant progress in the 

elimination of leprosy by implementing a common strategy 

consisting of target-oriented deployment of multi-drug therapy 

(MDT), provision of  training for medical personnel, health 

education and community participation.  As a result of this 

strategy, the regional prevalence of leprosy fell to 0.21 per 10 000 

population  in 2001 and all endemic countries of the Region 

reached the elimination target at the national level. 

 

The Intensified Leprosy Elimination Strategy was adopted 

with the objective of achieving the elimination of leprosy as a 

public health problem in all endemic countries at sub-national 

levels by 2005. The main elements of the new strategy include 

integration of leprosy elimination activities within the available 

public health infrastructure, provision of uninterrupted access of 

leprosy patients to free MDT drugs and promotion of self-reporting 

through health education and the reduction of stigma.  

 

Strengthening cooperation with local and international 

nongovernmental organizations in planning, implementation and 

monitoring of elimination activities was identified as a priority for 
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the national programmes. Such cooperation was considered 

instrumental for improving services related to detection of cases, 

provision of MDT treatment, increasing communications, 

strengthening rehabilitation activities and intensification of stigma 

reduction campaigns. 

 

Dear Colleagues, 

 

 The prospects for further progress in elimination of leprosy in 

the Eastern Mediterranean Region are bright.  This statement is 

based on the strong commitment of the Member States to 

eliminating leprosy as a public health problem and on the achieved 

unprecedented progress already achieved by the national 

programmes in the fight against leprosy. 

 

The achievements of recent years represent the culmination 

of many years of hard work by national programmes, international 

and nongovernmental organizations in epidemiological 

surveillance, case finding, MDT treatment and sociorehabilitation 

activities. 

 

 WHO and other partners of the Global Alliance for 

Elimination of  Leprosy strongly advocate for elimination of 
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leprosy at the national level, and wherever this has been achieved, 

at the sub-national levels. It is crucial at this stage that a practical 

mechanism for coordination between partners is established at 

country, state and district levels. The partners should also work 

towards strengthening the infrastructure at all levels of 

implementation and in formation of a reliable monitoring system to 

monitor progress towards leprosy elimination. It is essential to 

ensure that the core elimination activities are sustained and the 

leprosy situation is closely monitored  before confirming that the 

disease has been eliminated. 

 

 I am confident that during your meeting you will discuss all 

aspects of the organization and implementation of leprosy 

elimination activities in light of the new, intensified  strategy  to 

eliminate leprosy at sub-national levels.  I look forward to your 

sound and practical recommendations. 

 

 In conclusion, I wish you successful deliberations and a 

pleasant stay in Teheran. 

 


