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Your Excellency, Ladies and Gentlemen, 

It gives me great pleasure to welcome you to Cairo and to this important regional 

consultation, which is the first meeting of its kind to take place in our Region. 

At the FCTC meeting held in Geneva from 19 to 28 November 2001 it was agreed 

that all Member States of the Eastern Mediterranean Region needed to work together to 

achieve one solid stand on the articles of this Convention. The coordinator for the Eastern 

Mediterranean Region requested the Regional Office for the Eastern Mediterranean to 

organize a regional meeting at a suitable venue where this consensus might be achieved. 

It is therefore the aim of this regional consultation to bring all the Member States of the 

Region under one umbrella, to negotiate, support and agree the terms and articles of the 
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Framework Convention on Tobacco Control prior to the forthcoming round of 

intergovernmental negotiations, scheduled to take place in Geneva from 18 to 23 March 

2002. 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

As we all already know, the Framework Convention on Tobacco Control, when 

issued, will be the first global legal instrument of its kind used to control tobacco. 

Therefore, I urge each and every Member State to fully engage in the negotiations of this 

consultation and thoroughly discuss the obstacles facing the efforts to control tobacco, 

and the international legal support required to overcome them. 

While tobacco control status is not the same in all Member States, you are 

however, faced by the same problems and suffer from similar obstacles to change. I 

therefore hope that, when we all convene in Geneva later this month for the fourth round 

of intergovernmental negotiations, our Region will present a strong and united front, and 

show shared opinion and agreement on the terms of the Convention. It is crucial that we 

demonstrate to the world that we, as a Region, have one voice and one objective, which is 

to control tobacco totally. 

Ladies and Gentlemen, Dear Colleagues, 

To achieve our objective, we must follow a series of well-defined steps. The first 

step will be to review the latest text of the FCTC and develop a regional consensus with 

regard to the different articles of the Convention. Another crucial step in this process 

which needs to be discussed is the involvement of nongovernmental organizations 

(NGOs) in regional meetings. 

The involvement of NGOs at both the regional and international levels is key to 

the full-fledged implementation of the FCTC. NGOs can play an important role in 

monitoring the state of adherence to the Convention, but their exact involvement needs to 

be considered in view of the Region’s own circumstances. This consultation is an ideal 
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chance for all of us to decide how WHO and its Member States can give NGOs the 

necessary leverage to push forward the Framework Convention on Tobacco Control. 

As you are all aware, the diseases associated with tobacco use kill more than four 

million people every year. In the majority of the countries of the Region, the rate of 

smoking has reached 50% among men and more than 10% among women. The situation 

among young people of both sexes is even more dangerous; in some Member States the 

prevalence of smoking among youth is 20%. 

These terrifying figures are the consequence of direct and indirect tobacco 

promotional campaigns, and they should ring loud alarm bells. If the situation continues 

as it is at present, the Region will face a true disaster, creating in the 21st century a large 

population group burdened by disease as a direct consequence of smoking, and 

communities burdened by emotional, social and economic loss. 

The situation as described above requires us to join hands and combine our efforts 

to tackle it. The participation of each of your countries will enrich the discussions, and 

help in attaining a unified regional position in the negotiations on the Convention later on 

this month in Geneva. 

Distinguished Guests, Ladies and Gentlemen, Dear Colleagues, 

Allow me finally to say that your presence and support today is an additional 

mark showing the commitment of governments in this Region in setting the stage for an 

environment where tobacco control can be truly achieved through a strong Framework 

Convention on Tobacco Control.  

I am confident that this Consultation will achieve its objectives, with admirable 

success and provide future direction to the crucial areas of tobacco control, not only in 

this Region but worldwide. I wish you all a very fruitful discussion and am keenly 

looking forward to seeing the final text that you will produce.  


