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Mr Chairman, Dear Colleagues, Ladies and Gentlemen, 
  

 It gives me great pleasure to welcome you all to the Ninth Meeting of the Regional 

Commission for Certification of Poliomyelitis Eradication and I would once again like to thank 

the members of the Commission for their sustained interest and work in support of the 

certification process in the Region. Your active participation in the meetings of the Commission 

and in other polio eradication related activities in the Region is greatly appreciated.  

  

The total number of confirmed cases of wild poliovirus in the Region has continued to 

drop. By the middle of October this year, ---- cases had been reported including  ---- from 

Afghanistan,  --- from Pakistan and  ---- from Somalia. No cases have been reported from Sudan 
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since April 2001 and Egypt has had no cases for almost exactly a year. The management of the 

polio eradication activities in endemic countries, especially of surveillance for cases of acute 

flaccid paralysis and implementation of supplementary immunization activities, is being closely 

monitored through frequent meetings of Technical Advisory Groups and surveillance reviews. 

Some of you, in spite of your heavy commitments, have participated in these activities and I 

would like to thank you for that.  

  

A progress report on the status of polio eradication activities was included in the 

documentation for the 49th session of the Eastern Mediterranean Regional Committee held earlier 

this month. I believe that all the Member States in the Region are deeply sensitive to the need to 

certify polio eradication by 2005 and are working very hard to achieve this goal.  

  

There are eight Member States in the Region that have yet to submit their national 

documentation. These include some countries that have not reported any cases of wild poliovirus 

but have also not completed the 3 years in this regard. You may consider laying down some 

guidelines for these countries so that they can submit their documentation, if only in a draft form, 

early. This will serve to expedite the certification process.  

  

I am pleased to note from your last meeting that the quality of annual updates being 

submitted by the polio-free countries has improved considerably over the years and look forward 

to your continued appraisal of their performance in AFP surveillance, preparedness for dealing 

with importation of wild poliovirus, laboratory containment of wild virus and coverage with 

routine immunization, as thoroughly and critically as before, until regional certification is 

achieved. 

  

Last month, we had two important meetings dealing with the functioning of the national 

polio laboratories and with containment of wild poliovirus and potentially infectious materials in 

the Region. The former provided an opportunity for the directors of national polio laboratories to 

discuss their problems in meeting performance indicators, improving management of their 

databases and to be briefed on some relevant recent developments. During the second meeting, 

the national containment coordinators discussed the progress of containment activities in their 
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respective countries. During your meeting, you will have an opportunity to discuss the 

implications of the outcomes of these two meetings for the certification process.  

  

In conclusion, I would like to thank you once again for your continued commitment and 

for taking the time from your busy schedules to come to this meeting and I wish you all a 

pleasant stay in Cairo and a successful meeting.            

     

 

 


