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Distinguished Guests, Ladies and Gentlemen, Dear Colleagues, 

 

It gives me great pleasure to welcome you all to this workshop, which has been organized by the 

WHO Regional Office for the Eastern Mediterranean (EMRO) and the WHO Special Programme for 

Research and Training in Tropical Diseases (TDR).  

 

As you are well aware, research promotion has been established as an important strategy 

for control of  tropical diseases, which are still considered as important public health problems in 

the countries belonging to the WHO Eastern Mediterranean Region. In this Region, applied 

research to find solutions to the problems of tropical diseases is actively promoted through the 

joint EMRO/TDR/RBM  Small Grants Scheme.  

 

  



 2

 

The scheme started in 1992 using a contribution from the Arab Fund for Economic and 

Social Development and later came under the support of TDR and EMRO funding. In addition, 

the Roll Back Malaria programme (RBM) contributed funds in 2000–2001; in fact, this workshop 

is funded by RBM. To date, there have been nine rounds of applications, with the following 

topics: 1992, leishmaniasis; 1993, schistosomiasis; 1994–95, malaria; 1996, all tropical diseases; 

1997, insect-borne diseases; 1998–99, leishmaniasis,  schistosomiasis and malaria;  2000, 

leishmaniasis,  tuberculosis and malaria; and 2001, leishmaniasis, filariasis, tuberculosis and 

malaria. 

 

The objectives of this workshop are to revise and finalize the selected research proposals 

originating from the 2001 Small Grants Scheme call for applications, as well as to lay the foundation 

for a network of research groups working on control-oriented research on tropical diseases in the 

Region.  

 

I hope that you will make use of the opportunity provided by this workshop to improve research 

proposals and establish links with the international experts in different fields of tropical disease 

research for future communications.  

 

I wish every success to the participants of this workshop, as well as a pleasant stay in the 

hospitable city of Cairo. 

 


