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Ladies and Gentlemen, dear Colleagues, 
 

It gives me great pleasure to welcome you all to this Regional Seminar on Intensified 

Leprosy Elimination Strategy, in which you will review the status of leprosy elimination at 

subnational levels, discuss approaches for the implementation of intensified leprosy elimination 

activities and adopt a regional strategy and plan for intensified leprosy elimination in endemic 

countries. I wish to express sincere thanks to the Government of the Syrian Arab Republic for 

hosting this Regional Seminar and for the excellent arrangements made and the facilities 

provided for the participants. 

 

This Seminar has been organized at a time when all endemic countries in the Region have 

already reached the global target of reducing the prevalence of leprosy to less than 1 case per 

10 000 population at the country level. Significant progress has been made in detection of new 

cases of leprosy, in provision of multidrug therapy (MDT) to patients, in training of public health 
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staff on leprosy diagnosis and treatment, and in implementation of social mobilization activities 

at community level. WHO has provided free-of-charge MDT drugs to the national programmes in 

all endemic countries. 

 

Despite the visible achievements in leprosy elimination, there are still more challenges 

facing the elimination process. In particular, more efforts from the national programmes are 

needed to improve surveillance and treatment of cases at the earliest stages of the disease, to 

reduce the development of irreversible disabilities and complications among leprosy patients, to 

improve access to MDT drugs for leprosy patients in the most remote or hard-to-reach areas, to 

ensure compliance of patients to standard MDT regimens, to reduce the number of defaulters, to 

improve supervision and monitoring of leprosy elimination activities, to strengthen registration 

and reporting of cases and to reduce existing stigma. These and other operational difficulties must 

be resolved as soon as possible in order to reach the target of leprosy elimination not only at the 

national level, but at provincial, governorate and district levels as well. 

 

The patchy distribution of leprosy within the endemic countries and decreasing numbers of 

new cases impose some additional technical and managerial tasks for the national programmes in 

terms of capacity-building and diagnosis and provision and distribution of MDT drugs for the 

treatment of patients. It is important in such situations to maintain an efficient referral service for 

leprosy at the national level, in order to assist the general health care staff in diagnosis and 

treatment of leprosy cases and to provide training for the staff. 

 

The lingering stigma of leprosy requires the national programmes to implement innovative 

approaches and actions to reduce the obstacles for self-reporting of patients and for provision of 

MDT drugs and health care interventions, prevention and management of disabilities, and 

implementation of community-based social rehabilitation programmes. Community involvement 

in improving public awareness about the disease, case-finding, MDT delivery and rehabilitation 

is crucial in order to achieve the goal of leprosy elimination. Communication and collaboration 

between the elimination programmes and the media are important for strengthening advocacy for 

leprosy elimination. 
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I am confident that during your meeting you will discuss all aspects of the organization and 

delivery of leprosy elimination activities at national and subnational levels. It is important to 

adapt the available tools and strategies of leprosy elimination to the particular conditions in each 

country. It is also important to develop a common intensified leprosy elimination strategy at the 

regional level in order to facilitate the planning, implementation and monitoring of progress in 

leprosy elimination. I look forward to your sound and practical recommendations for the 

implementation of sustainable, integrated leprosy elimination activities. 

 

Finally, I wish you successful deliberations and a pleasant stay in Damascus. 


