
 
 

 
 

In the Name of God, the Compassionate, the Merciful 

 

Address by 

 

DR HUSSEIN A. GEZAIRY 

REGIONAL DIRECTOR 

WHO EASTERN MEDITERRANEAN REGION 

to the 

HIGH LEVEL ARAB CONFERENCE ON CHILDREN’S RIGHTS 

Cairo, Egypt, 2–4 July 2001 
 

Your Excellency Mrs Mubarak, 

Your Royal Highnesses, 

Your Excellencies, 

Ladies and gentlemen, 

 

It gives me great pleasure to address you today on the occasion of this Arab 

Conference on Children, organized by the League of Arab States in line with the Arab 

Summit’s call and in preparation for the Special Session on Children of the United 

Nations General Assembly, to be held in New York next September. I would like to 

express my deep appreciation to the League of Arab States, headed by the worldly-wise 

diplomat Mr Amr Moussa, for organizing this Conference and inviting me to participate. 
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Your Excellencies, ladies and gentlemen, 

 

I am here to re-affirm WHO’s commitment in our Region to the agreed upon 

goals to protect, promote and support child and adolescent health and development and 

continue to keep child health high on our public health agenda, including reduction of 

infant and under-five mortality, maternal deaths, severe and moderate malnutrition in 

children under five years old and protection of children in especially difficult 

circumstances. Health is a right, a right of every child in every country. Children have the 

right to life, protection, development and natural growth, and the right to the highest 

attainable standards of health and access to effective health services and care, as affirmed 

in the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC). 

 

Remarkable progress has been made in Arab countries to date towards the major 

goals that were set by the World Summit on Children in 1990, including a reduction in 

mortality in children under five years old and in the prevalence of severe and moderate 

forms of malnutrition in children. This has been achieved, among other factors, through 

successful public health interventions ranging from immunization to the control of 

diarrhoeal diseases and acute respiratory infections, through nutrition programmes and 

community-based interventions, pioneered in our Region to empower communities to 

play an active role in child care. More recently, we have embarked on an integrated child 

health care strategy, commonly called IMCI, to address child health issues more cost-

effectively and comprehensively. 

 

Your Excellencies, ladies and gentlemen, 

 

There are, however, newly emerging threats to child health and rights in our 

Region that are hampering our progress and adversely affecting the health and living 

conditions of children and adolescents in our Region. 
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Recognizing the nature of these dangerous threats, I call upon the Arab countries 

participating in the United Nations Special Session on Children, to raise and discuss a 

number of fundamental principles, summarized as follows: 

 

• Children should not bear the consequences of strife and armed conflicts, whether at 

the national or international level, nor be held responsible for the causes that led to 

the imposition of group sanctions, regardless of the legitimacy of such sanctions; and 

it is the duty of the world community to interfere firmly to protect all children from 

the impact of such conflicts, the outcome of the forceful displacement of the old and 

young, the various types of group sanctions that affect first and foremost the rights of 

children, and the compulsory conscription into fighting armies. 

 

• All children are entitled to receive adequate nutrition and healthy food, containing 

macronutrients and micronutrients; and it is the duty of all countries, individuals and 

groups to address the problems of poverty, prejudice, inequity and bias in the 

economic and social fields, to ensure that all children are protected from the negative 

impact of globalization on the basic constituents that make up community safety, 

particularly health. 

 

• Children have the right to a clean and safe environment, free of mines and disease-

causing organisms and to be protected from tobacco and its painful effects. 

 

• It is the right of children not to be abused. All forms of child labour should be 

abolished, and it is the duty of all countries to provide educational and basic health 

needs to ensure the normal development of children; for instance, developing a 

mechanism to provide financial support to parents through the Basic Development 

Needs approach to encourage them to let children attend school rather than be sent to 

work. 

 

• The erosion of culture and family values would disrupt the structure of society and 

lead to several dangerous problems such as, drug abuse and violence. Noble values 
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should be promoted to protect children from all forms of violence, abuse, violation 

and tyranny at household and community levels. 

 

I trust that this Conference will reach a consensus on the priority areas that the 

United Nations Special Session should endorse for this decade, so that the special health 

and development needs of our children and adolescents are protected, promoted and 

supported by the whole international family. 

 

Let me wish all of you success in this challenging endeavour. 


