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Your Excellency, Ladies and Gentlemen, 

 

I am pleased to welcome you all in Damascus, the oldest city in the world and the most 

beautiful one, in the beginning of this important Regional Workshop, I would like first to thank 

the Ministry of Health in Syria and all the work groups for their kind collaboration with WHO. 

Without such collaboration and such continues efforts, this workshop has no chance to be held 

now. I would like to express my sincere thanks and deep sense of gratitude to H.E. Dr M. E. El-

Chatty, the Minister of Health, who kindly made every efforts possible to held this workshop.  
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Ladies and Gentlemen,  

 

In 1999; the Regional Committee had approved the Regional plan for tobacco control, 

which had been based essentially on the role of health workers, physicians and the paramedicals, 

as they are always in close contact with the community, well qualified to deliver the health 

messages and even develop their initiatives.  

 

This workshop aims to response to the phenomenon of health workers' smoking, by 

implementing surveys on the current situation of the consumption of the various brands of 

tobacco, one of the benefits gained from these surveys, will be planning to develop activities 

related to role of health workers in curbing the epidemic of tobacco in the Region. 

 

Up till now we implement the surveys in 4 countries, namely Bahrain, Kuwait, Oman and 

Sudan. This workshop aims to provide training to further eight countries to implement the 

exploration in its second round at the Regional level. This will provide us with the information 

necessary to mobilization and to place the health workers in the appropriate position to lead the 

tobacco control efforts. East Mediterranean Region is very proud to host the first workshop at the 

global level on the training on the implementation of this survey. This survey will be extremely 

useful in priding the gap between the expected roles of health workers and their actual practices. 

 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

 

The preprimary figures estimated in mid nineties of the twentieth century indicated that the 

rates of tobacco consumption among health workers in the Region varied between 33% and more 

than 50%. This is indeed a horrible fact, especially if we consider it while thinking that the 

physicians and those who carry the health messages represent the healthy models for other 

people. People are always consider the physicians as their own models and follow them looking 

for the healthy life style; but they are the same people, who are targeted by the international 

tobacco companies. Hence, physicians act deliberately as indirect mediators for those huge 

international companies, and as active agents for promotion to their lethal products, which kill 

more than four millions each year, and expected to kill more than ten millions in 2003, of whom 
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70% will be from the developing countries. This predication is based on the recent tobacco 

consumption rates, and it demonstrates that tobacco is a real threat facing the health in our 

Region and there are no place to any hesitation or delaying in our effort to change the health in 

our Region and there are no place to any hesitation or delaying in our effort to change the recent 

image of tobacco consumption among the health workers, who are supposed to have vital role in 

health promotion and protection. 

 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

 

The survey of tobacco consumption we are talking today about, will be the second survey 

that the Regional Office has implemented at the Regional level with close collaboration and 

partnerships. This survey is a part of the well-established policy in the Regional Office in 

collecting the evidence-based and reliable information. These informations are essential to make 

difference. We began early this year by convening a workshop in Rabat, Morocco to provide 

training for twelve countries on implementing the global survey on youth and tobacco 

consumption. That survey is now in progress and reaching its final stage soon. 

 

Our recent workshop is the second one of its kind, and we wish it will be as fruitful as the 

first one; both are so simple and have very clear procedures to apply. I am so pleased to take this 

opportunity to thank our partners, who share us our success, and who share us the effort to 

implement the surveys; namely our colleagues from the Headquarters of WHO and from Centres 

of Control Diseases from Atlanta, USA. We hop that these partnerships will continue to achieve 

success in all our efforts at both Regional and local levels.  

 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

 

We all feel how importance is the role of the health workers in tobacco control, but the 

tobacco companies share us that feeling, and do their best to contact them and to keeping them in 

their side, especially in issues of passive smoking and its lethal effect on non-smokers. Those 

who had the opportunity to read the second volume of "Voice of Truth", realized the vital proofs 

on the activities that tobacco companies had done and their unpreceded courage to move fast and 
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approaching even the highest academic levels to achieve their goals, challenges like these 

increase our believe of the necessity to change the recent situation of tobacco consumption 

among health workers, which we hope it, in its turn, will change the recent situation of tobacco 

consumption at the Regional level as a whole. 

 

In conclusion, I hope you will be able to get all what you are aiming from this workshop. I 

welcome all our guests, who take long journeys to join this promising workshop and wish you all 

happy residence in the Syrian Arab Republic and among the generous and friendly Syrian people. 

 

Thank you  

 


