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Distinguished guests, dear colleagues, ladies and gentlemen 
 
  
 It gives me great pleasure to welcome you all to this  training course on insecticide 

impregnated bednets.  I wish to express my sincere gratitude to the government of Saudi 

Arabia for hosting this consultation in the beautiful and historic city of Abha and to His 

Excellency Dr Usama bin Abdel Maguid Shobokshi, the Minister of Health of Saudi 

Arabia, who has taken a keen interest in making this sub-regional training course a 

success and has kindly agreed to inaugurate it. 

 

 The Eastern Mediterranean Region suffers from a number of vector-borne 

diseases, for example, malaria, leishmaniasis, dengue haemorrhagic fever and Crimean-

Congo haemorrhagic fever. Of these, malaria is the one of the most serious. It is estimated 
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that malaria alone causes about 300 to 500 million acute cases globally each year, and 

results in about 1 million deaths. In our Region, about 240 million people out of 350 

million living in 14 malarious countries are still at risk from malaria, with an annual 

estimate of 15 million cases. 

  

Even a single death by malaria should not be acceptable at a time when effective 

drugs and vector control methods are available. In addition to the mortality caused by 

malaria, the serious consequences of non-fatal malaria cannot be ignored. Non-fatal 

malaria can result in neurological sequelae and increased susceptibility to other infections 

and can cause stunted growth. Malaria poses a more serious threat to children between 1 

and 5 years of age and to pregnant women. In pregnancy, it can cause maternal anaemia, 

low birth weight and neonatal mortality. Unfortunately, the use of antimalarial drugs in 

pregnancy is fraught with difficulties. 

 

 In view of the above and similar difficulties in the prevention, control and 

treatment of vector-borne disease, efforts are being made to develop alternative 

techniques and methodologies. 

 

 Insecticide-impregnated bednets, curtains and other materials provide such an 

alternative technology and have been found to be effective for the prevention and control 

of malaria and similar insect vector-borne diseases. The impregnated bednets are 

especially advantageous in situations where other vector control methods and treatment 

with drugs may not be effective or practical.  Another advantage of this method is that it 

can be applied by the community itself, provided the required training and technical 

support is given to them. The informed participation of the community can ensure the 

sustainability of the activity.   

 

The most interesting feature of this innovative technique is that it can be 

introduced to community as a “do it yourself” method in harmony with other activities 

such as basic development needs, or healthy villages and cities programmes. It can also be 

part of a school health education scheme. Another interesting feature of this method is 
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that it helps in prevention and control of more than one vector-borne disease and provides 

relief from other insect pests of public health significance.   

 

At village level, the control of impregnated bednet programme is usually given to 

the village health committee, which can establish a revolving fund and income-generating 

scheme in order to support and sustain this activity.  
  

Ladies and gentlemen, I am sure that the training course will be very fruitful for 

you, and I wish you  every  success in this opportunity to improve your skills. 

 

 I wish, once again, to thank the national counterparts who have made excellent 

preparations for this training course. These preparations, I am sure will result in a 

successful outcome.   

 

 Finally, I would like to take this opportunity to reassure you of WHO's continued 

and fullest support to the health programmes in this country. 

 


