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Ladies and Gentlemen, Dear Colleagues, 

 

It is my pleasure to welcome you to the Third Sub-Regional Meeting on the Near East 

Tuberculosis Control Initiative. First, I would like to extend my special thanks to the 

Government of Jordan for its kind offer to host this meeting. Secondly, I welcome the 

participation of representatives of the private health sector and nongovernmental organizations 

in this meeting. 

 

The Near East Tuberculosis Control Initiative was started jointly with the six countries 

concerned, namely Cyprus, Iraq, Jordan, Lebanon, Palestine and Syrian Arab Republic, in 

1998. I am sure that all of you attending this meeting have a clear idea of the background and 

progress of the Initiative. However, in order to clarify important points in the Initiative, please 

allow me to outline its history. 
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The Initiative aims to promote intercountry collaborative work to facilitate and 

supplement the participating countries’ efforts in tuberculosis control. At the first meeting of 

the Initiative in 1998, the participants identified possible areas of collaborative work, which 

included exchange of information, human resources development, cross-border tuberculosis 

control, laboratory network development, anti-tuberculosis drug policy and joint operational 

research. 

 

At the second meeting of the Initiative in Beirut, Lebanon in June 1999, the 

participants reviewed the collaborative activities, and acknowledged the good progress made 

in the Initiative. This included DOTS ALL OVER in Cyprus and Jordan and rapid DOTS 

expansion in other countries. Sale of anti-tuberculosis drugs was also strictly controlled in all 

countries except for Palestine. A training workshop on DOTS was held in Lattakia, Syrian 

Arab Republic. Encouraged by the progress, the participants agreed to continue the 

collaborative activities and proposed to add new areas of work. These include publication of 

the NETCI TB Newsletter, training workshops on laboratory network development and on 

DOTS activities, cross-border tuberculosis control, operational research in collaboration with 

universities, and joint activities in the World Tuberculosis Day. I am sure that all parties 

concerned in the Initiative have pursued the proposed activities. 

 

In this regard, I am pleased to inform you of our full support for the Initiative. In 

collaboration with the Government of Jordan, we held a sub-regional training workshop on 

cross-border tuberculosis control in the countries in the Near East in December 1999. 

Concerned personnel from Arabic-speaking countries in the Initiative attended the workshop 

and developed the standardized technical procedures for cross-border tuberculosis patients.  

 

Moreover, in conjunction with the visit of our laboratory consultant to Jordan in 

September 1999, a training course on the laboratory network took place with participants from 

Jordan, Lebanon, Palestine and Syrian Arab Republic. I am also sure that other activities have 

taken place along with the proposed activities of the Initiative and I am very keen to know the 

real impact of all the activities, namely what has happened and has changed in the field of 

tuberculosis control since then. 
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Dear Colleagues, 

 

The objectives of the meeting are therefore very clear. We first need to review the 

activities that have taken place in the Initiative. Based on the review findings, we need to 

prepare a joint action plan for the promotion of the Initiative in 2000 and 2001. We also need 

to discuss issues relating to DOTS & BEYOND. All the participants of this meeting attended 

the meeting of national managers for tuberculosis control programmes in the Region, which 

was held just prior to this meeting. At that meeting we discussed the issues relating to DOTS 

& BEYOND in the Region. Lastly, I would like to emphasize that, for the real success of the 

Initiative, activities in the coming two years are crucial.  

 

I know that you have a full programme ahead of you. Therefore, without taking up any 

more time, I wish you a successful meeting and a pleasant stay in Amman. 

 


