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Dear Colleagues, Ladies and Gentlemen, 

 

 It gives me great pleasure to welcome you to the WHO Regional Office for the 

Eastern Mediterranean on the occasion of the fifth meeting of the Regional Commission for 

Certification of Poliomyelitis Eradication. It is a special pleasure to welcome members of the 

commission, chairpersons of the national certification committees and national responsible 

officers for poliomyelitis eradication from participating countries.  

 

I would like to extend my deep appreciation to our close partners and to welcome 

those who were able to attend, particularly UNICEF, and to welcome WHO staff from the 

European Region and headquarters. 
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Dear Colleagues, 

 

This meeting will be an opportunity for you to be updated on achievements in 

poliomyelitis eradication. I wish, however, to highlight a few of the important developments 

that occurred since your fourth meeting, held in this office almost 6 months ago. 

 

The endemic countries of the Region continued acceleration of the eradication 

activities that started in 1999 in response to the World Health Assembly and Regional 

Committee resolutions and in an effort to rise to the challenge of the rapidly approaching goal 

of polio eradication by the end of 2000. The acceleration of efforts focused on significantly 

improving the quality of immunization campaigns through better planning and use of a 

strategy of predominantly house-to-house vaccine delivery, and on conducting additional 

campaign rounds to ensure interruption of virus transmission. House-to-house immunization 

of 11.2 million children in Pakistan during a sub-national campaign, four rounds of NIDs in 

Afghanistan, Egypt and Iraq, and additional sub-NID rounds in Sudan are prime examples of 

the acceleration of eradication in the Region during 1999. To date, the year 2000 has 

witnessed the implementation of high quality NIDs in Egypt, Iraq and Sudan. Also, 

Afghanistan has completed the first round during which nearly the whole country was 

accessed. House-to-house NIDs are ongoing in Pakistan and are being implemented in a 

phased manner to cover the whole country. 

 

Dear Colleagues, 

 

More cases of poliomyelitis were reported from countries of this Region during 1999 

compared with 1998. However, I am sure during the course of this meeting you will come to 

appreciate that this increase really reflects a remarkable improvement in surveillance for 

acute flaccid paralysis. Impressive improvements and expansion of surveillance led to 

identification of outbreaks in Afghanistan, Iraq and recently in Somalia, recognition of high-

risk districts in Pakistan and confirmation of virus transmission in southern Sudan and 

Somalia. I am pleased to state that all countries of the Region now have a functioning AFP 

surveillance system. 

 

The regional laboratory network for virologic surveillance has also improved 

significantly as demonstrated by full or provisional accreditation of all 12 network 
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laboratories. The individual laboratories have improved or maintained the indicators of 

performance at high levels. I wish to specifically acknowledge that the success we are 

witnessing is a result of the extensive efforts of national authorities and of the partnership and 

support provided by WHO, UNICEF, Rotary International, the Centers for Disease Control 

and Prevention, and many other agencies. 

 

Dear Colleagues, 

 

It is with appreciation and pride that I mention our increasing attention, at both the 

country and regional level, to the critical issue of certification. In addition to the six reports 

that were submitted to your commission during the last meeting, during this meeting you will 

review the documentation provided by the Islamic Republic of Iran, Morocco and the Syrian 

Arab Republic and the revised report of Jordan. I am sure that the visits of the commission 

members and WHO staff were of great help in preparation of these reports. I am sure that the 

national authorities join me in looking forward to your critical appraisal of the documentation 

submitted and your recommendations on individual countries in order to get clear guidance 

on any further revision or update. 

 

I am also pleased to note that some national authorities revised the composition of 

their national certification commissions to be in line with global commission 

recommendations. It is also gratifying that the regional plan for containment of poliovirus has 

been prepared and that activities for containment of wild poliovirus and infectious material 

have already been initiated to ensure complete eradication of poliovirus. 

 

Dear Colleagues, 

 

 I look forward to your valuable critical comments and discussions. I am sure this 

meeting will be a step towards accelerating the certification efforts in preparation for the 

ultimate process of regional and global certification of eradication of poliomyelitis and it 

remains for me to wish you all a pleasant stay in Alexandria. 

 


