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Your Excellency, Ladies and Gentlemen, Dear Colleagues, 

It gives me great pleasure to participate in the inauguration of the WHO 

Collaborating Centre for Radiation Protection, which is the first of its kind in the 

Eastern Mediterranean Region. The designation of the National Radiation Protection 

Centre (CNRP) of the Ministry of Public Health of Morocco as a WHO collaborating 

centre reflects international recognition of the excellent work achieved by this centre. 

Over the past century, the application of ionizing radiation in medicine has 

become widely established for diagnosis and therapy, bringing overwhelming benefits 

to patients from its proper use. However, this has brought side effects—significant 

irradiation of individuals and population. An analysis made by the United Nations 



 2

Scientific Committee on the Effects of Atomic Radiation (UNSCEAR) concluded that 

medical applications represent the largest man-made source of radiation exposure for 

the world population. 

WHO actively participates in the work of UNSCEAR, addressing technical issues 

such as assessing medical radiation exposure, optimizing procedures and setting 

guidelines for radiation protection. 

In the Eastern Mediterranean Region, many countries are making efforts to 

improve and increase access to diagnostic radiology services, as population growth and 

increasing life span have created growing demands for medical radiology. With this in 

mind, it became essential to give priority to radiation protection. To this effect, we are 

working closely with the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) in the 

development of national capabilities in the area of radiation protection and in supporting 

national efforts by all possible means. One such method of support has been the 

provision of film-badge services and thermoluminescent dosimetry to certain centres in 

some countries of the Region. Only one country of the Region has established a 

complete radiation protection infrastructure with a national authority, through which a 

national dosimetry system has been set-up, which is equipped with the necessary 

instrumentation to monitor radiation workers. 

Our regional plan aims to develop, adapt and integrate appropriate technologies 

for diagnostic imaging; promotion of the quality of radiodiagnostic, therapeutic and 

protection services; and the improvement of the coverage of the population with such 

services. We are confident that this collaborating centre will be instrumental in 

achieving this, at national as well as regional levels. 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

The deliberations of the International Conference on Radiation and Society in 

1994 in Paris showed clearly that both the real and perceived risks of radiation are 

commonly misunderstood. Closely related to that is the concern about the possible 

health effects of exposure to static and time-varying electromagnetic fields (EMF), 

which had reached a high level among the general public. To address this matter, WHO 

initiated the International EMF Project in January 1996. The task of the project was to 
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provide, among other things, independent scientific assessment of the health effects of 

exposure to electromagnetic fields and to identify gaps in the knowledge requiring 

further research and thus improve health risk assessment. 

In this Region, some countries asked for WHO guidance, particularly in relation 

to the potential adverse health effects, in the workplace and on the general public, of the 

use of microwaves and mobile telecommunications installations. A training workshop 

was therefore organized in Dubai, United Arab Emirates, in February 1998 for health 

professionals from the member states of the Gulf Cooperation Council (from where 

most requests of information and guidance on the subject had originated) to specifically 

brief the participants on communication and management of health risks due to 

electromagnetic fields. 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

Even though the terms of reference of the collaborating centre we are inaugurating 

today do not extend to environmental aspects of radiation protection, this subject cannot 

be overlooked. 

It is a well known fact that the exposure of human beings to ionizing radiation 

from natural sources is a continuing and inescapable feature of life on earth. There are 

two main sources of this exposure: high-energy cosmic rays incident on the earth’s 

atmosphere and radioactive nuclides that originate in the earth’s crust and are present 

everywhere in the environment, as a result of mineral processing and use, such as 

production and use of phosphate fertilizer, and fossil fuel combustion, which enhance 

exposure to natural radiation. 

WHO has three global programmes that address these issues: 

• The Global Environmental Radiation Monitoring Network (GERMON), run 

jointly with the United Nations Environment Programme and dedicated to 

monitoring of ambient radioactivity in countries running such programmes. 

Morocco is among the countries collaborating to this programme. 
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• The Network for Radiation Emergency Medical Preparedness and Assistance 

(REMPAN), which aims to promote medical preparedness for radiation accidents 

and provide advice and medical assistance in case of radiation accidents; it also 

studies the long-term biological effects of such accidents. 

• The International Programme on the Health Effects of the Chernobyl Accident 

(IPHECA). 

Regionally, I am pleased to inform you that a joint project between the Regional 

Office for the Eastern Mediterranean and the Arab Atomic Energy Agency (AAEA) is 

being finalized. It will focus on the study of the concentration of the radioactive gas 

radon around phosphate plants for fertilizer industry—and neighbouring residential 

areas. A regional training workshop on medical preparedness and medical care in case 

of radioactive emergency would also be held under the auspices of this joint project. 

I wish to end this address by reiterating WHO’s thanks and gratitude to the 

Government of Morocco for their agreement to designate the National Radiation 

Protection Centre of the Ministry of Public Health as a WHO collaborating centre and 

look forward to its continued success and input in our efforts in radiation protection in 

the Region. 


