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Your Excellency, the Minister of Public Health,  

Representatives of the World Bank and Partnership for Health System Reform, 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

 
 It is my pleasure to open this Intercountry Workshop on the National Health Accounts 

initiative which is going to be implemented in the Member States of our Region by WHO in 

collaboration with the Partnership for Health System Reform Project and the World Bank. 

 

 I wish first to extend my deep thanks and gratefulness to His Excellency Dr El Hedi 

Mehenni, Minister of Public Health, for his kind agreement to host this important workshop 

in Tunisia and for all the support and facilities he has made available for  its success. I also 

thank the participating countries for allowing their representatives to attend this gathering. I 

would like also to express my thanks to Mr Nour Eddin Ashoor, Director of the National 

Health Institute, and his colleagues and assistants for all the valuable help they have extended 

for this workshop. 
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Ladies and Gentlemen, 

 

 You are surely aware of the great importance of information related to health 

expenditure in analysing and formulating health policies for health development in countries, 

as well as for outlining the programmed reforms of health systems. This importance is 

reflected in the collection and classification of health expenditure and costs during recent 

decades which resulted from the increase in health spending in many industrial countries, and 

from the endeavour to mobilize the financial resources needed for health in the developing 

countries. 

 

 It goes without saying that assessment of the efficiency of health systems and 

preparation for necessary reforms require understanding of the comprehensive data regarding 

who spends on health services, how the resources allocated for health should be distributed 

and what impact such spending has on national health development. 

 

 The development of national income accounts techniques has led to expanding interest 

in important sectoral issues, such as health, as well as to renewal of the interest in the 

relationship between general economic development and the services provided by the health 

sector. However, such interest in health expenditure accounts, which reflects in many cases, 

initiatives suggested by health policy makers and analysts, is still limited and has made no 

contribution to the formulation of a clear methodology to compare countries, as is the case in 

a number of other economic sectors. 

 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

 

 WHO takes a great interest in national health accounts because they are so important 

for strengthening and support of health systems. 

 

 In this respect WHO initiated, through the work of the late Mr Brian Smith in the early 

1960s, comparative studies regarding the national accounts for Chile and Sri Lanka followed 

by a study which covered 14 countries from the different regions of WHO. 

 



 3

 In the 1970s, WHO played an important role in identifying, in coordination with other 

international agencies such as USAID, the importance of the establishment and development 

of health national accounts. 

 

 In view of the importance of the economic dimensions of health during the 1980s, 

researchers showed a great interest in carrying out in-depth studies on health expenditure and 

its effect on coverage with services. WHO  and the World Bank also financed several studies 

on trends in health spending, as a part of studies on health sector efficiency in a number of 

countries. Towards the end of the 1980s, the World Bank played a pioneering role in health 

expenditure analysis through the financing of health system reform projects. 

 

 The interest of the World Bank was particularly demonstrated in the valuable studies it 

carried out in preparation for the 1993 World Development Report, Investing in Health, 

which included, for the first time, extensive data on health expenditures in all countries of the 

world, despite reservations over some information and sources. 

 

 During the 1990s several initiatives on health national accounting in the countries of 

South America and South-east Asia were taken in coordination between WHO, Partners for 

Health System Reform (PHR), and the International Bank for Reconstruction and 

Development. 

 

 Our meeting today comes within the scope of these initiatives, as the three parties 

have agreed to coordinate efforts to carry out a regional initiative that includes eight countries 

in the first stage. This initiative will be expanded later to cover all Eastern Mediterranean 

Region countries. 

 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

 

 This initiative is a clear expression of the interest shown by the ministries of health in 

the Region in the process of health system support, and in providing financial and economic 

data related to health expenditure, in order to enable decision-makers to formulate proper 

health policies, especially those related to health services financing, and to set health system 

reform priorities where needed. Studies carried out in the Region have shown that a number 
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of ministries lack the minimum of health services expenditure data to enable decisions to be 

made. Also, full knowledge of the different items of health services expenditure is lacking. 

The picture is usually incomplete because information is scattered between the various 

sources such as the ministries of health, finance and planning, health insurance funds, 

statistical institutions and research and study centres. Based on this diagnosis, the economic 

and financial information support was provided through the promotion of surveys of family 

health expenditure and the family use of health services. Support for national health account 

initiatives is one of the most important items of the regional programme for the support of 

health economics. 

 

 This programme is being implemented in coordination with teaching and research 

institutions inside and outside the Region and with the support of regional networks, such as 

the Inter-Maghreb Network for Health Systems and Health Economics and other groups and 

agencies concerned with health policies. It will endeavour to sensitize ministries and 

decision-makers to the importance of improving the collection and analysis of data related to 

spending on health by government, families, health insurance funds and the private sector 

through the establishment of a mechanism to support national health accounting. 

 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

 

 This workshop on national health accounts represents an excellent opportunity for all 

the participants to enrich the dialogue surrounding accounts methodology and support 

mechanisms, through reviewing previous experiences in this area in the industrial, as well as 

the developing countries, and through drawing the lessons needed to adapt the methodology 

to fit the situation in individual countries, as well as in the Region as a whole. 

 

 I am confident that having understood the different items of the methodology adopted 

for organizing the national accounts, the national teams will try, with the assistance of experts 

and technicians to develop plans of action for the implementation of the initiative, taking 

human and material capabilities at the national level into consideration. They will also 

consider needs required for training centres and providing technical support. WHO, in 

collaboration with other parties participating in this initiative will spare no effort to support 

the national teams through its technical resources and provision of human and financial 
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resources. Subsequent symposia will undoubtedly create an important framework for the 

assessment of activities of both national and regional levels. They will also provide a valuable 

opportunity to draw out lessons in support of expanding the range of the initiative so that it 

includes all the Member States of the Region in the coming few years. 

 

 Finally, I would like to thank you once again for attending this important workshop, 

which I hope will help to implement the regional initiative. I would also like to thank the 

World Bank and the Partnership for Health System Reform (PHR) for their cooperation and 

coordination with the Member States of the Region in this critical area related to health 

policies and financing of services. 

 

 I sincerely look forward to the recommendations and plans of action that will come 

out of this workshop. 

 

 May God bless your work. 

 

 

 

  


