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Ladies and Gentlemen, Dear Colleagues, 

 

It gives me great pleasure to welcome you to this Training Workshop on Good 

Manufacturing Practices (GMP), which is organized by the WHO Regional Office for the 

Eastern Mediterranean in collaboration with the National Organization for Drug Control and 

Research of Egypt. 

 

First of all, I would like to express my gratitude to the Government of Egypt and 

particularly to the National Organization for Drug Control and Research for hosting the 

workshop and for the hospitality and support which has made this training workshop possible.  
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The quality of a drug, and the assurance that it will act as intended, is of the utmost 

importance for patients, health care providers, and policy makers and all individuals 

concerned with public health. Unfortunately, although global standards for drug quality are 

becoming more demanding, the actual quality of drugs on the market in many countries 

remains a major public concern. Surveys from a number of developing countries show that 10 

to 20% of sampled drugs fail quality control tests. It is also of great concern that fewer than 

one in three developing countries are estimated to have fully functioning drug regulatory 

authorities, bodies that are increasingly important in view of the expanding world trade in 

pharmaceutical products. 

 

Good manufacturing practices in production of pharmaceuticals is that part of quality 

assurance which ensures that drug products are consistently produced and controlled to the 

quality standards appropriate to their intended use and as required by the marketing 

authorization. Failure to comply with good manufacturing practices all too often results in 

substandard, ineffective, toxic, and sometimes lethal products. Good manufacturing practices 

rules are directed primarily at diminishing the risks, inherent in any pharmaceutical 

production, that cannot be prevented completely through the testing of final products. This 

production-related approach is the first, and arguably the most important, step in ensuring the 

safety, quality and efficacy of drugs in the market. 

 

National authorities, in their capacity as guardian of the health of their people, need to 

develop and sustain regulatory authorities in order to control, supervise and support local 

industries. Through these authorities a comprehensive regulatory system must be founded 

which includes licensing, inspection of retailers and manufacturers and testing of 

pharmaceutical products.  

 

Dear Colleagues, 

 

The WHO Eastern Mediterranean Regional Office attributes great importance to 

improving the quality of drugs through the strengthening of national regulatory authorities in 

various aspects, including legislation, organization, financing and development of human 

resources. At the most recent meeting of the Regional Committee for the Eastern 

Mediterranean of WHO held in Beirut in October 1998, strengthening of national regulatory 
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authorities was identified as being of particular importance to the development of local 

industrial capacity, and thus for achieving the target of regional self-reliance in ensuring the 

needed drugs and vaccines.  

 

I would like to take this opportunity to refer to one of the many WHO initiatives in the 

area of quality assurance, namely the WHO Certification Scheme on the Quality of 

Pharmaceutical Products Moving in International Commerce. This scheme requests exporting 

countries to specify whether the manufacturing plant is subject to inspections at suitable 

intervals to establish that manufacturers conform to good manufacturing practices as 

recommended by WHO standards. Later this year, during the World Health Assembly, the 

certification scheme will be discussed as an important mechanism for global drug quality 

assurance. 

 

Any good manufacturing practices inspection programme should be designed to detect 

shortcomings in the implementation of good manufacturing practices and to recommend the 

necessary corrective actions. You will therefore later this week discuss the important role of 

the GMP inspector in supporting the development of local industry.  

 

I have no doubt that your participation in this training workshop will help strengthen 

your ability to ensure the good quality of pharmaceutical products prescribed to the people of 

our Member States.  

 

I wish you a fruitful workshop and look forward to receiving your constructive 

recommendations for further action in this area. Last, but not least, I wish you a happy and 

pleasant stay in this beautiful city of Cairo. 


