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Dear Colleagues, Ladies and Gentlemen, 

 

It gives me great pleasure to welcome members of the Commission, chairpersons of 

the National Certification Committees and national responsible officers for poliomyelitis 

eradication from some countries. I wish also to welcome representatives of our partners in 

poliomyelitis eradication, specifically Rotary International, the Centers for Disease Control 

and Prevention, Atlanta, USA, and UNICEF, and to welcome WHO staff from the 

European Region and headquarters. 
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Dear Colleagues, 

 

It is gratifying to know that since your third meeting, held in this Office almost a year 

ago, progress towards poliomyelitis eradication in the countries of the Eastern 

Mediterranean Region has continued with vigour. You will have a chance to hear about 

this in detail during your meeting but I would just like to highlight some of the major 

achievements in this regard. 

 

The national and Regional Office efforts to expand and strengthen AFP surveillance 

have been the most impressive achievement of the year. I am pleased to mention that all 

countries now have a functioning AFP surveillance system including war-torn areas in 

Somalia and south Sudan. Although at different stages of development, there is strong 

evidence that by the end of 1999 all Member States will achieve the required level of 

performance of the system. 

 

The implementation of supplementary immunization in the Region with very high 

coverage is another success. National immunization days were conducted in 21 of the 23 

countries of the Region in 1998, and this year, most of the Member States have already 

conducted NIDs, or are in the middle of doing so. I also wish to say that other efforts to 

accelerate eradication activities have been tremendous. These include the introduction of 

sub-NIDs, additional pairs of national immunization days or massive house-to-house 

immunization campaigns in high-risk areas in countries which are still endemic and are 

part of the global reservoirs of the poliovirus. An example of this is the massive house-to-

house immunization campaigns launched in the Sindh, Baluchistan and North-western 

Frontier Provinces of Pakistan during March to June 1999, through which over 11 million 

children were immunized. I wish also to highlight the tremendous improvement in the 

quality of implementing all the strategies of poliomyelitis eradication. 

 

As a result of the successful implementation of poliomyelitis eradication activities, 

15 countries of the Region have continued to be polio-free for three or more years and the 

number of reported cases from other countries has continued to decrease, in spite of 

improved surveillance. 
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Dear Colleagues, 

 

In concert with the remarkable acceleration of poliomyelitis eradication activities in 

the Region, there has been increasing attention at both the country and regional level, to 

the critical issue of certification. Your endorsement of the regional manual to guide 

Member States in preparation for certification reports provided the framework necessary 

for the National Certification Committees in countries of the Region to begin preparing 

reports about the status of poliomyelitis eradication for your committee’s consideration. 

 

During this meeting, you will review the documentation provided by five countries 

who have sent us reports in time for your meeting. I am sure the national authorities join 

me in looking forward to your critical appraisal of the submitted documentation and your 

recommendations on individual countries so that the national concerned authorities and 

WHO staff will have clear guidance on any further updating of the documentation that may 

be required. 

 

I am confident that at this important stage of the eradication efforts, namely 

certification, all countries, large or small, developing or developed, war-affected or 

peaceful, will be considered in an equal manner, and the only guiding indicator for your 

consideration will be the convincing quality of the documentation. 

 

Dear Colleagues, 

 

I look forward to the outcome of your discussions knowing that the results will again 

move us substantially forward in the process of certifying the eradication of poliomyelitis 

from the Region and globally. 

 

I wish you a pleasant stay in Alexandria. 

 


