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Ladies and Gentlemen, Honourable Guests, Dear Colleagues, 

 

It gives me great pleasure to welcome you all to this Regional Training Course 

on Tuberculosis Control, which is the first of its kind to be held in the Region. I wish 

to extend special thanks to the Iranian authorities, and in particular the WHO 

Collaborating Centre for Tuberculosis, the National Research Institute for 

Tuberculosis and Lung Disease, and the Ministry of Health and Medical Education, 

for their kind and active support in the launch of this regional training course. At the 

same time, I am very glad to receive participants not only from the countries of our 

Eastern Mediterranean Region but also from countries of the European Region. 

 

Dear Colleagues, 

 

The global tuberculosis epidemic is an obvious and well known fact to us. Last 

year more people died from tuberculosis than in any other year in history. Worldwide, 

at least 30 million people will die from tuberculosis in the next ten years, if current 
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trends continue. Incurable multidrug-resistant tuberculosis is surging at an alarming 

speed, and since tuberculosis is a widespread and contagious disease everyone is at 

risk.  

 

Fortunately, we have made an outstanding breakthrough in tuberculosis control 

which will make it possible to save millions of lives and dramatically reduce the threat 

of multidrug-resistant tuberculosis in the coming decades. This breakthrough is the 

WHO tuberculosis control strategy, which is widely known as directly observed 

treatment, short-course, or DOTS. On 24 March, World Tuberculosis Day, WHO 

called on all governments to mobilize immediately the necessary resources to use the 

DOTS strategy more widely, so as to bring the global tuberculosis epidemic under 

control as quickly as possible. 

 

In order to promote the use of DOTS more widely, the development of human 

resources is fundamental. All the concerned health personnel should be trained in the 

DOTS strategy and motivated to implement and pursue it. In particular, tuberculosis 

control managers at national and intermediate levels, who are the key persons for the 

success of a national tuberculosis control programme, should be fully equipped with 

the knowledge and skills for the implementation of DOTS. 

 

This is why the Eastern Mediterranean Regional Office of the WHO has taken 

the initiative in launching its regional training course on tuberculosis control, which is 

being held for the first time here at the WHO collaborating centre for tuberculosis. 

The training course will focus on the management aspects of national tuberculosis 

control programmes and will include field training on management functions at 

district level, an area that can contribute substantially to the further strengthening of 

the national tuberculosis control programmes in the future. It is expected that by the 

end of this training course you will be sufficiently equipped with knowledge of the 

global tuberculosis epidemic, with the epidemiology of tuberculosis and with the most 
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effective control strategy, as well as with skills in managerial aspects of the national 

tuberculosis control programme.  

 

I hope very much and, indeed, expect that, following this training course, you 

will actively and enthusiastically put the DOTS strategy in your countries and 

promote wide use of it. I would like to remind you that we have only three years in 

which to achieve the global targets for tuberculosis control, namely to cure 85% of the 

detected tuberculosis cases and to detect 70% of the existing tuberculosis cases before 

the year 2000. 

 

I am aware that you all have a full programme ahead of you. Therefore, I will 

take no more of your time. It only remains for me to wish you a successful training 

course and a pleasant stay in Teheran. 


