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Distinguished Guests, Ladies and Gentlemen, Dear Colleagues, 

 
 It gives me great pleasure to welcome you all to this Malaria Coordination Meeting 

and to thank the Government of Tunisia for hosting it and the Ministry of Public Health for 

the excellent arrangements made. This meeting is being held to review the malaria 

situation and to discuss ways of coordinating the efforts of neighbouring countries in 

combating it. The countries concerned are Algeria, Egypt, the Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, 

Mauritania, Morocco and Tunisia, belonging to two WHO Regions—the African Region 

and the Eastern Mediterranean Region. 
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 Although the northern part of Africa represented by these countries was heavily 

burdened by malaria in the not-so-remote past—and we will all recall that one of the 

countries represented here, Algeria, was the very place where malaria parasites were 

discovered by Alphonse Laveran in 1880—the situation has radically improved since then. 

As a result of the laborious efforts of malaria control programmes, and at a considerable 

cost, malaria transmission has either been reduced to sporadic cases or has been interrupted 

altogether in most areas of these countries. A great achievement has been the complete 

elimination of the most dangerous species, P. falciparum, from four countries (Algeria, the 

Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, Morocco and Tunisia). 

 

 This success, however, should not give rise to complacency. The threat of a re-

introduction of malaria to the countries concerned remains real. It is well known that 

whenever malaria control falters (for example, as a result of a breakdown of health services 

due to war, political instability, or economic crisis), malaria reappears immediately. Such 

situations we are unfortunately witnessing in a number of countries in our Region at 

present. 

 

 As you are well aware, WHO revised its global malaria control strategy a few years 

ago and this revised strategy has been endorsed by the Regional Committee for the Eastern 

Mediterranean. About 90% of global malaria belongs to sub-Saharan Africa and therefore 

this part of the world has received priority in formulation of the global strategy. 

Nevertheless, the strategies for malaria control in countries such as those represented here 

are still not clearly defined. This absence of clear direction is very much felt in our Region, 

and we are making attempts to close it. We hope that this meeting will make a valuable 

contribution in this respect. 

 

 It is now accepted that the global eradication of malaria is not feasible and consensus 

seems to have been reached on this point. However, this acceptance does not imply that 

eradication is impossible within a country or subregion. Extermination of the residual foci 

of malaria in Algeria, Egypt and Morocco seems to be within reach, provided a rational 

strategy based on epidemiological realities is developed and vigorously applied. 
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 One of the major elements of the global strategy is to detect, contain and prevent 

epidemics. This element is of particular importance for the countries which you represent, 

which have achieved a substantial decrease or even an interruption of malaria transmission, 

but which remain prone to epidemics. Close intercountry collaboration in malaria 

monitoring, prompt exchange of information and coordinated activities in the border areas 

are particularly important in such an environment. 

 

 Malaria coordination or border meetings have a special significance because they 

provide an opportunity to establish personal contacts between the programme managers, 

frank discussion and free exchange of experiences, ideas and information. I sincerely trust 

that the present meeting will result in adoption of a coordinated strategy and contribute to 

better planning of operations, especially in border areas. 

 

 I wish you every success and a pleasant stay in the beautiful and hospitable city of 

Tunis. 

  


