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Ladies and Gentlemen, Dear Colleagues, 

 

 It gives me great pleasure to welcome you to this Consultation on the WHO Eastern 

Mediterranean Regional Plan of Action for Health and Environment and to express my 

gratitude to the Government of Egypt for the hospitality and support, extended through its 

agencies, which have made the holding of this Consultation possible; and, in particular, to 

His Excellency Dr Ismail A. Sallam, Minister of Health and Population, for agreeing to 

inaugurate this consultation. 

 

Dear Colleagues, 
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 The United Nation Conference on Environment and Development (UNCED), which is 

often referred to as the Earth Summit and was held in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, in June 1992, 

heralded a wholly new approach to the consideration of health and environment issues in 

national planning processes. By adopting the Summit’s manifesto Agenda 21 as the route 

to sustainable development in the 21st century, the world’s leaders recognized the prime 

importance of investing in improvements to people’s health and their living environment 

as a prerequisite for sustainable economic growth. 

 

 In line with the principles contained in WHO’s global strategy for health and 

environment, the Regional Office for the Eastern Mediterranean organized a consultation 

on the development of a regional strategy for health and environment, which was held in 

Amman, Jordan, in 1993. 

 

 Based on the experience of the countries in the Region, the Regional Strategy for 

Health and Environment describes 19 specific environmental health problems classified 

into three categories in priority order. The first priority problems are: drinking-water 

quality, water supply, sanitation and disposal of excreta, wastewater reuse, solid waste 

management, food safety, and health aspects of water resources management; the second 

priority group comprises: coastal-water quality, hazardous waste management, 

environmental emergency preparedness and response, municipal and industrial wastes, 

environmental health in refugee camps, occupational health and safety, domestic 

combustion of biomass and coal, safe use of chemicals, and housing and urbanization; and 

the third priority: localized hazardous environmental pollution sources, noise pollution, 

radiation protection, and urban air quality. 

 

 This long list of environmental problems in the Region indicates the serious potential 

risks and consequences on the health and well-being of people of the Region due to 

unsatisfactory living, working and recreational environments. 
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Dear friends, 

 

 The Regional Strategy also identifies the capacity-building functions needed to enable 

countries to carry out the policies promulgated and agreed upon during the Earth Summit 

and at the World Health Assembly. 

 
 In 1993, the Regional Committee for the Eastern Mediterranean adopted the Regional 

Strategy for Health and Environment and urged Member States to implement it. Member 

States were also asked to prepare accordingly their national strategies and plans of actions 

for health and environment. WHO provided its support in a number of ways to 

governments seeking to incorporate health and environment into their planning process. 

 

 The target set for this Region is for 11 countries to have developed national policies 

for people’s health protection against environmental hazards and incorporated these 

policies into their national development plans by 1997. I am pleased to inform you that 

seven countries (Bahrain, Egypt, the Islamic Republic of Iran, Jordan, Pakistan, the Syrian 

Arab Republic and Tunisia) have prepared their final national strategies and/or plans of 

action for health and environment; and another six countries (Afghanistan, Cyprus, Iraq, 

Morocco, Sudan and the Republic of Yemen) have prepared their draft versions.  

 

 Within the joint UNDP/Capacity 21 and WHO country-based initiative for 

incorporating health and environment considerations into planning for sustainable 

development, WHO cooperated with Jordan in the preparation of concerted action in that 

regard. In the Islamic Republic of Iran, a large number of officials and specialists were 

involved in the process of preparing a national strategy and plan of action for health and 

environment which is expected to be discussed in an interministerial conference planned at 

the end of 1997. Country initiative is also under way in Morocco, where direct inclusion of 

health concerns in the national plan of action for environment, which is itself part of the 

national planning process for sustainable development, has been the option of choice. 

 

 National conferences and workshops have already been held in Egypt, Jordan, 

Pakistan and Sudan to discuss, amend and adopt their national strategies and plans of 
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action, and a national workshop will be carried out in Tunisia to present that country’s 

documents. 

 

Ladies and Gentlemen, Dear Colleagues, 

 

 To examine the progress made in environmental health planning in relation to 

sustainable development, WHO/EMRO organized the Second Conference on Health, 

Environment and Development in Beirut, Lebanon, 1995. The Conference adopted two 

main goals, namely: 

 

• To promote development; to improve, promote and protect health and the environment; 

and to eradicate poverty. 

• To improve living and health conditions of the present generation; to ensure that the 

carrying capacity of nature is not exceeded; and to safeguard the right of future 

generations to a satisfying and productive life. 

 

 Besides giving political backing to the implementation of the Regional Strategy on 

Health and Environment, the Beirut Declaration on Action for a Healthy Environment 

reinforces the priority health and environment needs in the Region and underscores the 

importance of collaboration on environmental health risk assessment, greater community 

participation, education on health and environment, development of health and 

environment information systems and coordination. The participating countries also 

pledged to prepare their action plans for health and environment by 1999 and requested 

WHO to prepare its Regional plan of action for health and environment, a regional 

investment plan for health and environment, model legislation and a regional treaty on 

environmental health protection. 

 

 The present Consultation is expected to prepare the Action Plan for Health and 

Environment for the Region to be used by EMRO in its endeavour to support 

environmental health activities in the Region. In doing so, it is necessary to focus on and 

describe the types of activity to be undertaken for all programme areas, particularly 

priority areas stated in the Regional Strategy for Health and Environment and the priority 
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areas for WHO’s action set by the Beirut Declaration on Action for a Healthy 

Environment.  
 

 As each one of you has been directly or indirectly involved in preparing your national 

strategy and plan of action for health and environment, this consultation should be able to 

identify areas of common concern, where WHO action can serve to potentiate the action 

taken by governments in these areas. We also look forward to your views on how best 

WHO may support countries of the Region in mobilizing their national strategies and plans 

of action for health and environment in order to provide the required environmental 

elements necessary to meet the basic health needs of their people. 

 

 I am confident that you will ensure that the Regional Action Plan provides a basis for 

strengthening existing partnerships and establishing new ones, as effective and efficient 

implementation of many of the activities depend on collaboration and cooperation with 

other organizations, particularly at the regional and country levels. 

 

 I would like to end by thanking you all for agreeing to participate in this important 

consultation and look forward to your valuable contribution to enhance planning for health 

and environment in the Region. I wish you success in your deliberations and look forward 

to receiving your constructive proposals and further recommendations on this subject. At 

the same time, I wish you all a very happy and pleasant stay in this beautiful city of Cairo. 

 

 God bless your endeavour. 

 


