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Distinguished Guests, Ladies and Gentlemen, Dear Colleagues,  

 

 It gives me great pleasure to welcome you all to this Malaria Border Meeting which is 

being held to review the malaria situation and to discuss ways of coordinating control efforts 

between Afghanistan, the Islamic Republic of Iran and Pakistan. 

 

 I wish, first of all, to thank the Government of Pakistan for hosting the meeting and for 

the excellent support they have given us in facilitating the conduct of the meeting. 
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 Malaria is still an important public health problem in the Region, with approximately 13 

million cases occurring every year. Some 45% of the population of the Region live at risk of 

both P. falciparum and P. vivax malaria, and an additional 15% at risk of P. vivax alone. 

  

 In countries where malaria is endemic, it represents a major cause of ill-health and a 

leading cause of morbidity and mortality. In those countries which have effectively reduced 

transmission of malaria, the present state of well-being is fragile. Unless control activities are 

pursued relentlessly, a renewal in transmission of malaria may easily nullify the achievements 

so far. We have seen all too often that, whenever malaria control falters, for example, as a 

result of a breakdown of health and environmental services due to war, political instability or 

economic crisis, malaria raises its head immediately. We are, unfortunately, witnessing this 

very situation in Afghanistan, a country which had a very successful malaria control 

programme in the not so distant past. This threatens to adversely affect the situation in 

neighbouring countries and beyond. 

 

 As you are well aware, WHO revised its global malaria control strategy recently. This 

revised strategy was endorsed by the Regional Committee for the Eastern Mediterranean in 

October 1993, and was adapted to the conditions of our region by the Regional Working 

Group on Malaria Control in March 1994. During its second meeting in October-November 

1995, the Regional Working Group reviewed the course of the implementation of the revised 

strategy. I am pleased to note that the Working Group concluded that it is proceeding in a 

satisfactory manner. 

 

 One of the major elements in this strategy is to detect, contain and prevent epidemics. 

This element is of great importance for the countries that you represent, since most areas of 

them are prone to epidemic. The destructive potential of malaria epidemics in this part of our 

region may be enormous. Early in this century it is recorded that, in a major epidemic in 

Punjab in 1908, 300 000 people died, out of a population of 20 million. Similar epidemics 

were reported in that area every eight years, before effective control was introduced in the 

1950s. 
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 Prevention of epidemics is of particular importance in areas which have achieved a 

substantial decrease or even an interruption of malaria transmission, but which remain prone 

to epidemic. This is the case for most areas of the Islamic Republic of Iran and Pakistan 

nowadays. Close intercountry collaboration in malaria monitoring, prompt exchange of 

information and coordinated activities in the border areas are particularly important in this 

context. 

 

 Malaria border meetings have an additional and special significance because they also 

give an opportunity for establishing personal contacts between the programme managers, for 

frank discussion and for free exchange of experiences, ideas and information. I am confident 

that the present meeting will result in the adoption of a coordinated strategy and contribute to a 

better planning of operations, especially in border areas. We hope that this will have a major 

impact on the current adverse trend of the malaria situation in this part of the Region. 

 

 I wish you every success and a pleasant stay in the city of Peshawar. 

 


