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Ladies and Gentlemen, Dear Colleagues, 

 

 It gives me great pleasure to welcome you to this intercountry meeting on the 

preparation of the third report on the evaluation of health-for-all strategy implementation.  
 

As you know, the plan of action for the implementation of the Global Strategy for 

Health for All by the Year 2000 emphasizes that monitoring progress in the 

implementation of the strategy and evaluation of the effectiveness and impact of that 

strategy, should be performed continuously at the country level, as an integral part of the 

national managerial process of the health care system. It also stresses that Member States 

should periodically report their findings and progress in these activities to WHO. This 
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would enable WHO to perform its duties of monitoring and evaluation of health-for-all 

strategy at regional and global levels. Accordingly, three monitoring and two evaluations 

of the implementation of health-for-all strategies have been carried out so far. The first and 

second evaluation reports constituted, respectively, the seventh and the eighth reports of 

the world health situation. 
 

 We are now in the process of carrying out the third evaluation of the implementation 

of national strategies, which will take place in countries in late 1996 or early 1997. This 

will enable the preparation of national reports that will serve as a basis for the compilation 

of regional and global reports for review by the Regional Committees in October 1997, by 

the Executive Board in January 1998 and by the World Health Assembly in May 1998.  
 

 I wish to stress here the particular importance of the process of the third evaluation, as 

the findings of its reporting will serve as the basis and foundation for the renewal process 

of health-for-all strategies at country, regional and global levels. 
 

 The present meeting is an important step in the process. Its objective is to brief 

national focal points on monitoring and evaluating health-for-all strategies, on how to 

assist and organize the preparation of the third report on national evaluation of health-for-

all strategy implementation using the common framework for the third evaluation. 
 

 As you are aware, the first common framework and format was developed in 1982 to 

assist Member States in collecting, analysing and using relevant information for the first 

monitoring of the implementation of their national strategies. It was subsequently reviewed 

and improved and its scope was expanded in connection with the first evaluation in 1985, 

the second monitoring in 1988, the second evaluation in 1991 and the third monitoring in 

1994. 
 

 The current version of the common framework for the third evaluation which will be 

the focus of the present meeting, was based on experiences gained in its use during this 

periodic global management activity. It now covers trends in policy development, trends in 

socioeconomic development, health and environment, health resources, development for 

the health system, health services, trends in health status and, finally, our outlook for the 

future. 
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 Recently, the list of health-for-all indicators which constitute the basic tools in the 

present common framework, was revised and simplified by an interregional expert group 

meeting held in Geneva in September 1994 with participants from countries and WHO 

regional offices. According to the recommendations of the interregional expert group, the 

current version of the common framework for the third evaluation was drafted by a global 

task force and finalized through close consultation with regional offices. As agreed upon 

by the WHO governing bodies, the purpose of the common framework for the third 

evaluation is primarily to guide WHO Member States in the evaluation of their national 

strategies for health for all as well as to facilitate the mandate of WHO to follow up all 

aspects of the implementation of health-for-all strategies at regional and global levels and 

report to the Regional Committees and to the Executive Board and the World Health 

Assembly on success achieved and problems encountered. 
 

 I am confident that, with your wide experience in planning, monitoring and evaluation 

as well as in statistics and health management, the five days of the meeting will enable you 

to become acquainted with the new common framework for the third evaluation. It is 

important to emphasize that the preparation process of your respective country report 

should be through multidisciplinary work, involving all relevant sectors in the Ministry of 

Health as well as in other health-related ministries. 
 

 In conclusion, I would like to thank your governments for making it possible for you 

to come and share your experience for the common benefit of all countries of the Region. I 

wish you all success in your task and look forward to the outcome of your endeavours 

during the present meeting, as well as during the process of preparing your national report 

which we hope will be transmitted to the Regional Office at the latest by the end of 

February 1997.  
 

 I wish you every success and hope that your stay in Manama is a beneficial and useful 

one. 


