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Dear colleagues and fr iends,  

It gives me great  pleasure and sa t i s fac t ion  t o  welcome you a l l  today and 

t o  meet with you again a t  the Regional 0f'fice i n  t h i s  second meeting of the  

WHO Representatives and Programme Coordinators since I took o f f i ce  a s  Regional 

Director. 

I am absolutely sure t h a t  you a r e  a l l  f u l l y  aware of the  great  importance 

of the conclusions we expect a s  an outcome of these meetings. A l l  Member States  

of t h i s  Region had expressed t h e i r  f u l l  commitment t o  a t ta in ing  the  Goal of Health 

f o r  A l l  by the  Year 2000, and have consequently directed t h e i r  maximum e f f o r t s ,  

resources, and a c t i v i t i e s  towards t h i s  aim. The Organization is matching t h i s  

national zeal and enthusiasm by equally direct ing and reorienting i t s  collaborative 

e f f o r t s  with Member S ta tes  i n  strengthening t h e i r  health systems infrastructures  

based on Primary Health Care, whereby a l l  t h e i r  people w i l l  eventually be able  t o  

lead a social ly  and economically productive l i f e  during the  remaining years of this 

Century. 

During the  l a s t  biepnium, we have s t r ided measurable s teps  i n  t h i s  direct ion 

and we intend t o  cover longer distances during the current and coming biennia. 

A major indication of our 'intentions is the continuous dialogue we have been 

undertaking with Member States  i n  a l l  matters re la ted t o  our partnership i n  Health 

for  A l l .  Programme Review Missions have been launched and completed t o  the 
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satisfaction of both the Organization and the Member States of this Region. 

The frank and honest deliberations, and recommendations of these Joint 

Programme Review Missions are constituting a working guideline and a bridge 

of mutual trust and understanding between the Organization and the countries 

of the Region. According to the wish expressed by all Member States it is 

my intention to organize such missions every two years in order that we can 

take stock of the previous biennium, prepare ourselves for the biennium to 

come, and decide on the main thrusts and directions of the collaborative 

programmes for the biennium to follow. This way, all regional and country 

activities will harmoniously form one closely linked framework for the improve- 

ment of the health situation of the people in this Region. Equally important 

in our endeavours were our meetings with the Regional Consultative Committee 

and the Executive Council of the Arab ~inisters of Health. In these meetings 

we have i d m a l l  areas of great importance and emphasis in the health 

field; areas which Member States would like their Organization to address, and 
w 
for which they expressed their readiness and willingness to cooperate fully and 

in any ways possible with their Organization. Important programmes have already 

been earmarked for cooperative development between the organization and the Council 

of Arab Ministers of Health. Aese include Essential Drugs and Vaccines, 

~nformation and Education for Health, Health Legislation and the Regional Arabic 

Programme. 

We have completed two indepth review of country programmes for both Somalia 

and the Yemen Arab Republic. We intend to continue with this activity for other 

countries this year. 

I am sure that you are now fully aware of the important topics included in 

your Agenda fo? this year's Meeting. This year, being a budget year, I would 

like to hear your views about the main thrusts, directions and implications of 

the proposed programme budget for the biennium 1986/87, and how do they reflect 

the interests, priorities and directions of the Member States you are assigned to. 

In doing so you must not forget that WHO can only play a catalytic role in national 

health development endeavours considering the limited resources put under its 

disposal. 

Your experience in the follow-up of the implementation of the Strategy of 

Health for All, and in the preparations for completing the Common Framework and 

Format for Evaluating the Strategy of Health for All by the Year 2000 will be 

amongst the impo2tarpt agenda items you will tackle during this meeting. 
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The amount of effort, and interest you will invest in both the follow-up 

of implementation and evaluation of the Strategy of NFA/2000 will consti- 

tute important cornerstones in the make or break pf this Strategy. As an 

importpnt part of this is the active follow-up of reports' recommendatians 

and progranlple of action agreed upan with the authorities. I shall keqp 

you informed of all the important decisions and resolutions related to 

HFA/2000 and other important aspeats of our programme taken by the Thirtieth 

Session of the Regional Committee, the first Meeting of the Regipnal Consult- 

ative Compittes, the Thirty-seventh Wprld wealth Assembly, the Seventy-fourth 

Session of the Executive Boqrd, and the Fifteenth Session of the Global 

Programme Committee. My intention is to keep you fully aware of the policies 

and directions laid by the Governing Bodies. 

I know that all of you have many important matters relate4 to their work 

in the fields of a&ninistriqtion, finance, personnel matters, supplies, etC. 

which you wuld like to disguss and resolve with the divisions and units 

concerned in the Regional Office. We have, therefore, reserved twq and a 

half days of your programme to arrange and cgnvene such meetings as you 

consider necessary. 

I wish to emphasiea that we st~ould take this opportunity to discuss and 

exchange views in all frankness for the purposes of improving the delivqry of 

the programme to Member States. In conclusion, I wish the meeting every 

success and wish you a very happy and fruitful stay in Alexandria. 


