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Your Excellency, Ladies and Gentlemen, 
 
 It gives me great pleasure to welcome you here. May I take this opportunity to extend 

my sincere thanks to the Government of Jordan for hosting this Workshop and to His 

Excellency Dr Aref Bataineh, the Minister of Health, for inaugurating the Workshop. 

 

 Increased efforts continue to be made in developing blood transfusion services and 

attaining self-reliance in safe blood, blood components and blood products. Most countries 

have made significant progress towards achieving the regional targets established at the 

Meeting of Directors of Blood Transfusion Services in 1991 and amended in their Meeting of 

1993. 

 

 The Eastern Mediterranean Regional Office continues to support, by all possible 

means, the development of blood transfusion services in all countries of the Region. Support 
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has included a series of intercountry workshops supported by the WHO Arab Gulf 

Programme for UN Development Organizations (AGFUND). The workshops covered 

different aspects of transfusion medicine, namely: organization and management, donor 

recruitment and motivation, quality assurance, blood safety and preparation of blood grouping 

reagents. These intercountry workshops have stimulated participants to conduct many 

national workshops and training courses in their own countries. The Eastern Mediterranean 

Regional Office in collaboration with WHO/HQ is conducting a workshop to train trainers in 

the use of distance learning materials for safe blood and blood products. 

 

 Blood transfusion practice is the total activity which links the blood donor to the 

patient. Previous workshops have focused mainly on personnel working in blood transfusion 

services and dealing with donor recruitment, the blood collection process and donation testing 

and processing, as well as ensuring quality. Transfusion medicine is emerging as a new 

medical speciality which covers the appropriate provision of human blood and blood 

resources. Transfusion medicine involves both providers and users. The importance of clinical 

interface in transfusion medicine is beyond discussion. In order to ensure appropriate and 

rational use of blood, blood components and blood products a strong bridge should be 

established between providers and users. 

 

 No real development in transfusion medicine can be expected without the active 

participation of both providers and users. This Workshop addresses the user. Clinicians from 

the departments of surgery and surgery sub-specialities, anaesthesiology, paediatrics, 

obstetrics and gynaecology, clinical haematology, oncology, emergency and nephrology are 

among the blood users concerned. 

 Unfortunately inappropriate use of blood is widespread. Many patients have received 

blood when they did not need it. Quite often blood and blood products are transfused where 

alternative therapy is indicated. Furthermore, in countries of our Region, most of the blood is 
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transfused without separation into components, while in most developed countries more than 

50% of blood collected is transfused as components. Besides, most of the countries of our 

Region import blood products, as they lack facilities for plasma fractionation. The concept of 

blood component therapy provides the optimal method of transfusing patients with a specific 

blood component, and one donated unit can benefit several patients. 

 

 Practising clinicians should undertake all necessary measures to ensure the 

appropriate use of blood, blood components and blood products. The clinical staff of each 

hospital should decide how to review transfusion practices, possibly by convening a 

committee of medical staff concerned with blood banking and hospital transfusion practices. 

 

 There are great hopes that the outcome of this Workshop will lead to the application 

of necessary measures to ensure the rational and appropriate use of blood, blood components 

and blood products in your own countries. I am looking forward to the results of this 

Workshop and it remains for me to wish you a successful Workshop and a very pleasant stay 

in Amman. 

 


