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Dear Colleagues, 

 

 I have the pleasure to welcome you to this meeting on the Joint and Cosponsored UN 

Programme on HIV/AIDS. The main objective of this meeting is to discuss the coordinated Regional 

approach in our common fight against the AIDS epidemic in the Region, thus maximizing the limited 

available resources and our comparative advantages in the best possible way. Because of our common 

language, culture and traditions in many of the countries of the Region, I am sure that such a 

coordinated approach will be highly productive and cost-effective. For this reason, other UN agencies 

have also been invited to participate in this meeting. 

 

 For a number of years at the beginning of the AIDS epidemic, the WHO Eastern 

Mediterranean Regional Office was the only UN agency which provided technical and financial 

support to the countries of the Region. Such support is still being provided and includes technical 
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expertise for planning, implementation, monitoring and evaluation of national AIDS programmes; 

fellowships for external training; funds for the purchase of HIV testing and other supplies and 

equipment; and local costs for training, educational materials and field activities. Subsequently, other 

UN agencies have also added their support to the planning process and to selected components of 

national programmes. 

 

 In addition to the provision of direct support to national AIDS programmes, the Regional 

Office has organized a number of workshops and seminars on a wide variety of important subjects in 

order to strengthen national capabilities in the fight against AIDS. These subjects include HIV 

surveillance, health promotion, educational methods and materials, counselling, the care of persons 

with HIV/AIDS, Sexually Transmitted Diseases case management, programme management, women 

and AIDS, the role of the media, blood safety and laboratory services development, monitoring and 

evaluation, etc. 

 

 As you are aware WHO’s Global Programmes on AIDS will cease operation as of 1 January 

1996 and the joint UN programme, now referred to as the UN/AIDS programme will become fully 

operational. 

 

 The UN/AIDS programme was established with the overall goal of avoiding duplication, 

policy confusion and competition for resources that have marked the past few years. 

 

 I sincerely hope that all of us will ensure that the resources that will be pledged in support of 

the joint programme will be in harmony with national programmes. This means that each of us must 

think beyond our institutional self-interests and make sure that our staff, particularly at country level, 

considers first and foremost what is best for the national programme, and not necessarily what is best 

for their individual agencies. 
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 The joint programme is also expected to support Regional and intercountry activities. 

However, the joint programme does not envisage a regional structure and is expected to utilize the 

regional mechanisms of the cosponsors. I believe we can develop a coordinated mechanism to provide 

for Regional activities in support of the programmes at country level. 

 

 There are many Regional and intercountry activities which need to be continued. One of the 

aims of this meeting is to discuss these activities and to identify the possible roles of the cosponsors 

and other agencies. On behalf of WHO, I wish to affirm that the WHO Regional Office will continue 

to provide TECHNICAL expertise in the future as it always has since the initiation of the global 

programme on AIDS. 

 

 I welcome your views and suggestions and hope that we shall be able to reach an 

understanding regarding the coordinated Regional approach. The presence of Dr  Piot the Executive 

Director of the UN/AIDS programme will, I’m sure, be very helpful in discussing this matter further. 

 

 I am confident that we will make every possible effort to reflect the spirit of cosponsorship in 

our support to AIDS prevention and control. This will be an example to our field and country staff of 

how to enhance their response to AIDS prevention and control. Thank you. 

 

 


