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Your Excellency, Distinguished Participants, Dear Colleagues, Ladies and Gentlemen, 
 

 I regret that I am unable to attend personally this important National Conference on Guinea 

Worm Eradication, which has as its main objective the social mobilization of the Sudanese 

community towards playing a more active role in supporting the guinea worm eradication progamme 

in Sudan. 

 As you are well aware, the World Health Assembly of the WHO has set a target for 

dracunculiasis eradication by the year 2000. I am sure you are also aware that Sudan is one of the 

endemic countries for dracunculiasis with foci of infection registered in almost 770 endemic villages 

in 21 states with an estimated total of nearly 29 000 cases. 

 

 

Distinguished Participants 
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 The public health importance of dracunculiasis is defined not only by the wide distribution of 

foci of transmission and the morbidity of the population, but more importantly by the devastating 

effect of the disease on individual victims. Dracunculiasis patients are often incapacitated for weeks 

or months by the pain and secondary infections that usually accompany emergence of the adult worm. 

A small fraction of infected cases may be crippled permanently. As a result, a proportion of the rural 

population is prevented from active economic activity and agricultural production. The disease also 

prevents affected children from attending schools for several weeks, either because they themselves 

are too crippled to walk or because they have to replace a crippled parent on the family farm. 

Therefore, in endemic areas dracunculiasis is responsible for heavy economic losses and has serious 

social repercussions.  

 

 I wish to take this opportunity to emphasize the fact that epidemiological surveillance is one 

of the critical activities that are necessary for the control and elimination of dracunculiasis. 

Surveillance activities play a key role in the strategy to target affected villages for the improvement of 

water supplies and other control activities. Accurate surveillance data also stimulate interest and 

support for national eradication programmes. It is important that further surveillance activities be 

promoted in endemic foci of the Sudan in order not only to clearly define the situation but also to 

serve as a starting point for the introduction of preventive and control measures against 

dracunculiasis. 
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Dear Colleagues 

 

 As with all communicable diseases the best way to avoid all their health, economic and social 

consequences is prevention. In dracunculiasis this means the provision of safe drinking water for 

human consumption and the prevention of contamination of water supplies. The provision of a safe 

water supply to all communities at  risk of infection is the best long-term solution for  preventing 

guinea worm transmission. Unfortunately, in many instances this task is still not affordable, especially 

in remote areas. On the other hand, the prevention of contamination of water can be easily achieved 

through proper health education of the population and particularly of infected individuals to avoid 

contact with water sources. I am glad that one of the main objectives of this conference is to achieve 

community participation. 

 

 Active participation of the community in the planning and implementation of the control 

strategy can play a decisive role in the success of the national control programme. I am glad to note 

that in Sudan, village volunteers have an active role in the organization of surveillance, promotion of 

health education, distribution of water filters and in vector control activities. This practice is 

commendable and should be further developed and promoted. In addition, other voluntary, 

professional, youth and women’s organizations should be encouraged to actively participate in the 

control operations. 

 

 Health education is vital to prevent guinea worm. The staff of the National Guinea Worm 

Programme has experience in the production and distribution of health education materials such as 

posters, pamphlets and calendars, cloths with a guinea worm logo and messages. Celebration of a 

National Guinea Worm Eradication Day can help in further publicizing the activities of the national 

programme and mobilizing population support. 
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Distinguished Colleagues 

 

 The control and elimination of dracunculiasis require very close cooperation and coordination 

of activities between governmental, nongovernmental and international organizations. I am pleased to 

mention that good working relations have been established between the Federal Ministry of Health 

and WHO, UNICEF, Global 2000 and Operation Lifeline Sudan in various areas related to the 

planning, implementation and evaluation of control activities and I am sure it will be further 

strengthened in our joint efforts to reach the goal of elimination of dracunculiasis in the Sudan. 

 

 I am sure that this Conference will be an important milestone in the development of national 

comprehensive approaches in the control and elimination of dracunculiasis in the Sudan and will 

further strengthen and promote community participation in the national activities for dracunculiasis 

eradication. 

 

 I wish you successful deliberations, fruitful discussion and practical decisions. 

 

 


