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Dear Colleagues, Ladies and Gentlemen, 

 

It gives me great pleasure to welcome you all to the beautiful city of Casablanca for the 

Regional Consultation on Insecticide Resistance Management.  Allow me to take this 

opportunity to thank H.E. Dr El Hossein El Ouardi, Minister of Health of Morocco, for 

hosting this important consultation.  I would also like to welcome participants and experts 

from countries of the Eastern Mediterranean Region, WHO headquarters, WHO Regional 

Office for Africa and other partner institutions.  

 

Dear Colleagues,  

 

Although the Eastern Mediterranean Region is facing a great burden of vector-borne 

diseases, it has been leading the way in the elimination of malaria. Despite the fact that six 

countries – Afghanistan, Pakistan, Somalia, South Sudan, Sudan and Yemen – still have a 

high burden of malaria, several countries have been certified malaria free.   

 

In high-burden countries, efforts to scale up the mainstay of malaria vector control 

interventions (the use of insecticide-treated nets and indoor residual spraying) are at threat 

due to the development and spread of insecticide resistance.  Vector resistance to pyrethroids 

– the only insecticides that can be used to treat bednets and for indoor residual spraying in 

both high- and low-burden countries – has been confirmed in Sudan, and reported from 
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Afghanistan, Islamic Republic of Iran and Somalia. In addition, resistance to other 

insecticides has been reported in malaria-endemic countries and in countries free from 

malaria.  

 

The Region is also facing problems of the increasing burden of other vector-borne 

diseases, such as dengue fever, Rift Valley fever, chikungunya and leishmaniasis.  These 

require vector control interventions, often with the use of insecticides.  

 

Dear Colleagues, 

 

Monitoring insecticide resistance requires capacity at all levels, especially at the level of 

the locality.  Capacity is not only needed to routinely collect data on insecticide resistance but 

also  to analyse, interpret, share and use such data in order to take action at the country level.  

Allow me the opportunity to share with you some of the achievements that this Region has 

made while implementing integrated vector control as a regional strategic approach for the 

control and prevention of vector-borne diseases.  In response to capacity needs, in 2005 and 

through a Regional Committee resolution (EM/RC52/R6), Member States requested WHO to 

support the establishment of a regional MSc degree course in entomology and vector control.  

The establishment of this course has been a great investment, especially for countries that  

previously lacked this capacity.  We are now witnessing progress in monitoring resistance in 

a number of countries, such as Sudan, which conducts strong entomological surveillance, 

including monitoring of insecticide resistance in 64 sentinel sites in 12 of the 15 states across 

the country.  

 

Some countries of the Region, through the creation of a multisectoral mechanism, 

which was established as part of the integrated vector management framework, are managing 

insecticide resistance by using insecticides in rotation (as in Sudan and planned in Yemen).  

Also, countries such as Iraq, Islamic Republic of Iran and Saudi Arabia with limited foci of 

transmission, that are aiming at or have achieved elimination, have used both treated nets and 

spraying of insecticides in combination.  

 
Dear Colleagues, 

 

Allow me to thank the Global Malaria Programme for successfully coordinating the 

development of the Global Plan on Insecticide Resistance Management in Malaria Vectors, 



 3

with all partners, that was published in May 2012.  We highly appreciate this effort and we 

meet here this week to work with HQ, countries and partners to translate the global plan into 

actions at regional and country level.  I hope in this meeting you will work towards 

developing a regional framework to manage insecticide resistance.  

 

One of the major activities of the global plan is to effectively manage data – first at 

country level and then regionally to feed into the global database for global policy decisions.  

The Regional Office has initiated action with two regional experts to collect available 

information on insecticide resistance for vector-borne diseases and to establish a mechanism 

for information-sharing on insecticide resistance. 

 

Let us also think of ways of addressing the challenge of insecticide resistance through 

the development of realistic national strategies and work plans, and by raising the awareness 

of the public, encouraging the political commitment of policy-makers and stakeholders and 

mobilizing necessary resources to manage insecticide resistance.  

 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

 

On this note, let me end by thanking you all once again for your support.  I look 

forward to the conclusions and recommendations of this consultation and wish you a pleasant 

stay in Casablanca. 

 

Thank you. 


