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Distinguished Guests, Dear Colleagues, Ladies and Gentlemen, 

 It gives me great pleasure indeed to welcome you all to Cairo for the Fifth Meeting of 

the Regional Scientific and Technical Advisory Committee of the WHO Regional Office for 

the Eastern Mediterranean/United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP)/Global 

Environmental Facility (GEF)-Supported Project.  I sincerely thank the United Nations 

Environment Programme and the Global Environment Facility for their financial support. 

Also, I thank Member States and our international partners, the Food and Agriculture 

Organization of the United Nations for their dedication and commitment to achieving the 

objectives of the project.  Let me also thank Members of the Scientific and Technical 

Advisory Committee for their demonstrated professional and technical expertise in 

supporting countries to implement this regional project. 

Dear Colleagues, 

 Allow me to take this opportunity to share with you some of the achievements this 

Region has made while implementing integrated vector management (IVM) as a regional 

strategic approach for the control and prevention of vector-borne diseases.  Some priority 

countries endemic for vector-borne diseases are now implementing integrated vector 

management.  They have national strategic plans and have also established intersectoral 

coordination mechanisms drawing representatives from different sectors under the leadership 
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of the ministries of health.  In the area of capacity strengthening, the Regional Office has 

supported several regional MSc and diploma courses in medical entomology and vector 

control in the past four years, in collaboration with Gezira University, Sudan and the Health 

Services Academy, Islamabad, Pakistan. 

 Several issues are emerging from this regional project. First, project countries have 

taken advantage of the support to generate additional resources.  With the support of WHO 

and our key partners – London School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine and Liverpool 

School of Tropical Medicine, Sudan has been able to generate resources from the Bill and 

Melinda Gates Foundation, with about US$1.3 million allocated so far.  The funds are 

earmarked for managing vector resistance to insecticides, especially to pyrethroids.  With the 

support of WHO and FAO, Morocco has been able to mobilize about US$175 000 from the 

Quick Start Programme Trust Fund of the Strategic Approach to International Chemicals 

Management (SAICM) towards the disposal of obsolete DDT and other pesticides.  GEF has 

also provided additional funds to both Morocco and Yemen to implement efficient and 

effective data collection and reporting procedures for evaluating the continued need of DDT 

for disease vector control.   

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

 Countries of the Region are committed to reducing reliance on the use of DDT by 

implementing sustainable and cost-effective alternatives.  For example, in the past three 

years, an estimated 45 million people in the Region have had access to long-lasting 

insecticide-treated nets.  This is a potential alternative to DDT and a user-friendly 

intervention.  However, in a few countries of the Region (Afghanistan, Sudan and possibly 

some other countries) these efforts are being threatened by the development and spread of 

vector resistance to pyrethroids. 

 This project provides opportunity to test the potential of this and other interventions 

as appropriate alternatives to DDT for vector-borne disease prevention, within the framework 

of the vector resistance management strategy.  I draw your attention to the global plan for 

insecticide resistance management, launched on 15 May in Geneva by WHO. The plan 

recommends governments, donor organizations, United Nations agencies, research and 

industry partners to implement a five pillar strategy to tackle the growing threat of resistance 

and to facilitate the development of innovative vector control tools and strategies. In fact, this 

is in line with GEF project objectives. 
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Dear Colleagues, 

 Countries of the Region are faced with an increasing burden of emerging and re-

emerging vector-borne diseases.  While responding to this challenge, they are also faced 

with problems of managing the few available prevention tools which requires sound 

management of public health pesticides.  These challenges were discussed by Ministers of 

Health at the meeting of the WHO Regional Committee for the Eastern Mediterranean in 

October 2011.  Member States adopted a resolution EM/RC58/R.10 agreeing to develop 

relevant policy and strategies, strengthen national capacities and mobilize resources to 

implement sound management of public health pesticides.  Based on the recommendations 

of this resolution, a consultation was held in Muscat, Oman, in December 2011 on sound 

management of public health pesticides, at which a framework for action for public health 

pesticides in the Eastern Mediterranean Region (2012–2016) was developed. This is being 

translated into other languages of the Region – Arabic, French and Persian – for wide 

distribution. 

Dear STAC Members, 

 All of you know that some project countries are undergoing political instability and 

civil unrest. This has hampered implementation of demonstration activities in certain areas 

and consequently delayed implementation.  Considering that the project is expected to end 

in 2013, STAC members, through this meeting, need to advise WHO on the best course of 

future action.  I expect in this meeting you will review the GEF plan and recommend 

measures to speed up the implementation, and address the pressing regional needs for 

insecticide resistance management and sound management of public health pesticides.   

 Let me end by thanking you all once again for your support.  I look forward to the 

conclusions and recommendations of this meeting and wish you a pleasant stay in Cairo. 

 Thank you. 

 

  


