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Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen, 
 
 It is a privileged moment for me to take part in the launch of the UN Decade of Action for Road 
Safety. Today, Oman joins nearly 90 countries around the world in this launch. The declaration of this 
Decade of Action by the UN General Assembly is one step in the right direction towards safer roads 
and better lives across the globe.    
 

What we hope to achieve collectively in the next decade is “to stabilize and then reduce road 
traffic fatalities around the world by the year 2020”.  If this ambitious target is achieved, a cumulative 
total of 5 million lives, 50 million serious injuries and US$ 5 trillion could be saved over the next 
Decade. WHO is pleased that, even before this global commitment, the 20 recommendations outlined at 
the National Seminar of Traffic Safety and endorsed by His Majesty Sultan Qaboos, are in-line with the 
Global Plan. Joint efforts should concentrate on the five pillars of this Plan: overall road safety 
management, safer road networks, safer vehicles, safer road users and post-crash response.   
 
Excellencies, Distinguished Guests, 
 
 The Decade comes at a time when road traffic injuries are a major public health concern, not 
only globally. They claim 1.3 million deaths globally; 20 - 50 millions disabilities and more 
specifically, up to 1.5% of the gross national products in Eastern Mediterranean countries.  We have 
lived the myth that more cars cause more accidents.  However, over 90% of road traffic deaths and 
injuries occur in low income and middle-income countries which have only 48% of the world’s 
registered vehicles.  If we look at published data in Oman, they indicate that for every 100,000 people, 
more than 21 people die.  What makes this heavy toll unacceptable is that it can be avoided; we know 
that rates as low as 5 deaths per 100,000 people are achievable.   
 

The Oman figures I just mentioned are very significant if we examine more closely who are the 
people affected.  Injuries are the leading killer among young people between 15 – 29 years and the 
same is true for children over the age of 5 years. 80% of these are due to road traffic crashes. 

  
Individual behavior is probably one of the key causes, especially since we know that among 

college students one-third drive without a license, one-third have received a traffic ticket, two-thirds 
use a mobile phone while driving and as much as two-thirds exceed the speed limit some of the time. 
 

With more than 800 people dying on our roads in Oman every year and nearly 10,000 injured, 
we clearly have more work to do.   
 
Dear Colleagues, 
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By adopting the Decade Resolution, Member States, including Oman, have taken it upon 
themselves to control road traffic injuries.  But the work on road safety cannot be done by only one 
sector; it requires building real partnership and close collaboration among stakeholders.  Every sector in 
society, governmental and nongovernmental, public and private, has a role to play.  Our choices of 
strategic actions should be based on collection and thorough analysis of the evidence and monitoring of 
agreed national indicators. 

 
I seize this opportunity to assert WHO’s commitment to provide all possible and needed support 

for road safety in Oman. WHO, as the coordinator on road safety within the United Nations system, 
hopes that our next gathering is to launch the Oman Plan for the Decade.   

 
Roads can be made safer for all users, so let’s make together the conscious decision to give road 

safety the commitment it deserves.   
 

Thank you. 
 


