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 The public health burden caused by nuisance pests (mostly insects and rodents) is also 

significant, leading to the use of considerable volumes of pesticides for personal protection.  

However, comprehensive statistics on pesticides used for such purposes are not available for 

the Region. 

 A WHO global survey in 2010 among countries endemic with or at risk of major 

vector-borne disease assessed registration and management practices of public health 

pesticides.  The study concluded that the national capacity to manage public health pesticides 

throughout their life cycle was inadequate in most of the countries.  This challenge is further 

compounded where adequate capacity has not been established under decentralized health 

systems. The survey also highlighted an alarmingly low capacity for safe disposal of pesticide 

containers and pesticide waste, as well as limited capacity for quality control, enforcement of 

regulations and monitoring of exposure. 

 In May 2010, the 63rd World Health Assembly recommended establishing or 

strengthening the capacity of Member States to regulate pesticides throughout their life-cycle, 

with a high degree of commitment from WHO to work closely with all stakeholders on the 

sound management of these chemicals. The Regional Committee for the Eastern 

Mediterranean, adopted, in October 2011 a resolution (EM/RC58/R.10) on managing the use 

of public health pesticides in the face of the increasing burden of vector-borne diseases. This 

is further evidence of the commitment of Member States in the Region to strengthening their 

capacity for sound management of public health pesticides and to ensuring that management 

of these chemicals is incorporated into health and other relevant policies. 

 The framework for action to be developed by this consultation will support Member 

States in streamlining sound public health pesticides management into national health 

policies and relevant programmes, and in building or strengthening their capacities for life-

cycle management of these chemicals.  It will also ensure safe, effective and judicious 

application of pesticides for control of vectors and for nuisance pest control. 

Dear Colleagues, 

 As we meet here this week to deliberate on this important issue of public health 

through technical presentations, group work and case studies, let us also think of ways of 
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addressing these challenges through the development of realistic national strategies and work 

plans, awareness-raising of public, policy-makers and stakeholders, and mobilization of 

necessary resources to manage public health pesticides. 

 On this note, let me end by thanking you all once again.  I look forward to the 

conclusions and recommendations of this consultation and wish you a pleasant stay in 

Muscat. 

 Thank you. 

 

  

 


