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Research for health has to continue globally to address inequities, to ensure improved 

and better health care and to pursue the social and economic development of all populations. 

For this reason the WHO places high priority on the need for research for health and 

mandates all its Member States to do so similarly through its constitution.  Recently WHO 

has articulated a global strategy for research for health, underscoring some principal elements 

that include among others, quality, accountability and ethical soundness in the conduct of any 

research related to health. The Regional Office is following suit through development of 

strategic directions for research for health along the same lines for Member States.  

Dear colleagues, 

The Regional Office has been involved in supporting national research for health 

endeavours in Member States, through capacity-building, providing guidelines and also 

allocating financial resources to the researchers in the Region to undertake research.  

Currently, the Regional Office supports three major research grants, namely research for 

tropical and communicable diseases, research in priority areas of public health and research 

in applied biotechnology and genomics. These grants collectively support around 50 research 

projects each year. Additionally, the technical units support several research projects within 

their specific areas of work.  

Given the magnitude of research supported by the Regional Office, it is necessary to 

ensure that: the research that we support is of high quality; it addresses the real needs and 

priorities; the evidence and the results it generates are utilized; and most importantly, it is 

conducted in a clear and transparent manner, such that the those who participate do so 

voluntarily, are fully informed and are not exposed to unnecessary risks or hazards from 

which they might suffer as a consequence.  Integrity in the conduct of research is foremost. 

Integrity is about doing the right thing, even if nobody is watching. Therefore it is crucial that 

the watchdog is awake, meaning there must be fully functional research ethics committees 

that oversee the research undertaken meets that highest ethical norms and standards to ensure 

autonomy, justice, fairness and beneficence for those who participate as research subjects. 

Dear colleagues, 

  As WHO staff, it is our mandate and responsibility that we ensure that sound research 

ethics principles are implemented in the research that we support and are engaged with, at all 

costs.  A recent report by WHO has identified critical gaps in the knowledge and compliance 

within the Organization with the WHO policy on ethics review of research supported by 
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WHO at all levels. This situation poses a significant risks of damaging the Organization’s 

image and repute. WHO has recently drafted a new guide, “Standards and operational 

guidance for ethical review of health related research in human participation”. The new 

guidelines will be presented in this workshop, and I am sure all of you will have opportunity 

to catch up with the knowledge to ensure improved ethical oversight of the research that 

WHO supports.       

I would like to acknowledge the presence of Professor Mahmoud Fathalla and Dr 

Haytham Khayat, both of whom have been at the vanguard of fostering ethical values and 

knowledge in not just in our Region, but also at global level. Their presence in this workshop 

will be very enriching for the participants. I would also like to thank Professor Dan Wikler 

and Professor Henry Silverman for being with us to facilitate this workshop. I also thank all 

the facilitators of this workshop and Dr Abha Saxena from WHO headquarters for supporting 

our efforts.  

Ladies and gentlemen,  

I would like to inform you that this activity will continue and we will replicate this 

training to ensure that all WHO technical staff members, irrespective of their place of duty, 

are trained and knowledgeable in research ethics. I am aware that similar capacity-building 

activities are also needed for our Member States. We will continue providing the necessary 

support to countries as well. I am sure that such activities will strongly impact the conduct of 

research in our Region. I wish you all good luck. Thank you.        

    

 


