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Distinguished Participants, Dear Colleagues, Ladies and Gentlemen, 

I would like to welcome you all to this very important event, which has the potential to 

make a great contribution to regulatory advancement in the Eastern Mediterranean Region. This 

is symbolized in your participation here. As representatives of your national medicines 

regulatory authorities, you recognize the importance of ensuring the good quality of the 

medicines that are circulating in your markets and used by the population.  

Globalization and rapid advances in information technology have brought about countless 

benefits and improved living standards. They have also brought about new challenges to public 

health and drug regulatory agencies. The increasing sophistication of health products, 

development of cutting edge technologies and extensive use of the internet pose many challenges 

to regulatory authorities, particularly in developing countries.  

Regulation is a continuous process and a dynamic profession that has become a matter of 

increasing concern for the international development agenda. It is recognized as one of the main 

pillars in ensuring quality, safety and efficacy of medicines and other health care commodities. 
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Medicines comprise a large, sometimes the largest, component of health care budgets and are 

increasingly becoming more and more complex.  

Regulatory authorities are continually faced with new issues such, as the extension of free 

trade. Their responsibilities are increasing as a result of the expansion of the market and the 

improvement and sophistication of products – responsibilities which place heavy demands on 

regulatory systems and knowledge bases. The Eastern Mediterranean Region comprises 23 

countries, from Morocco in the west to Pakistan in the east. According to the latest World Bank 

classification, our region has all the four income levels represented in its countries. This diversity 

affects health sector structure and function. The need for bodies that can make regulatory 

decisions based on evidence is of utmost importance, to ensure the health, well-being and 

prosperity of people of our countries 

Limited investment and inadequate infrastructure have contributed to a context in which 

few medicine regulatory authorities in low-middle income countries can provide an adequate 

regulatory framework to protect public health in their countries. National capacity to create, 

synthesize or use knowledge remains a major challenge. The availability of limited human 

resources who are able to effectively analyse and produce regulatory decisions that do not 

impede access to medicine, and at the same time do not compromise the quality, safety or 

efficacy of products, is limited.  

WHO has long been committed to strengthening capacity in its Member States so that 

actors in the health care system may be more effective. Networking and sharing experiences and 

knowledge with other regulatory agencies of various levels of advancement is an important part 

of capacity-building efforts in the Region.  

Distinguished colleagues 

National medicines regulatory authorities are mandated by their governments to 

safeguard public health. It is the work that you do that ensures the safety of your citizens when 

using any medicine. You ensure medicines are of good quality and are not substandard, that they 

are safe and will not harm the patient, and that they will work as they are supposed to. 
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The role of knowledge transfer and experience sharing is indispensable if we are to 

ensure well established and strong national regulatory authorities for the Region. The Eastern 

Mediterranean Drug Regulatory Authorities Conference (EMDRAC) is a complementary 

regional forum for medicines regulators, which provides a platform for regulators to strengthen 

collaboration and address issues of common concern. EMDRAC can help in developing regional 

consensus on global issues with a special interest to the Region, such as the impact of trade 

agreements, regulation of herbal medical products, counterfeit medicines, harmonization of 

regulatory requirements, access to controlled medicines, regional response to medicines used in 

pandemics and treatment of emerging diseases. 

I am sure that this meeting will provide opportunities for you as regulators and for other 

interested stakeholders to share and discuss issues of mutual importance. I hope that the 

EMDRAC platform will provide a valuable venue for addressing common concerns.  

I want to thank all of you who made this meeting possible and wish you all a fruitful 

meeting and a pleasant stay in this vibrant and historical city of Cairo. 


