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Dear Colleagues, Ladies and Gentlemen, 

 I have great pleasure in welcoming you to the 13th Technical Advisory Committee (TAC) 

meeting of the WHO regional Centre for Environmental Health Activities (CEHA). I wish to 

extend my sincere gratitude to the Government of Jordan for so kindly hosting the Centre in 

Amman since 1985, and to the Member States in the Eastern Mediterranean Region for providing 

continuous support over the years. Also, I would like to express collegial appreciation to all of our 

stakeholders, including United Nations sister agencies, nongovernmental organizations, academia 

and donors for their partnership and mutual collaboration. We are also thankful for the substantial 

financial support provided by the Spanish Millennium Development Goals Fund, the Global 

Environmental Facility (GEF), and the Environment Agency - Abu Dhabi (EAD), to address the 

numerous environmental health challenges in this Region. 

The Region continues to struggle with traditional problems, such as solid waste, indoor 

and outdoor air pollution and liquid waste management, with inadequate policies and with a lack 

of public awareness for influencing such policies. According to WHO estimates (2009) for the 

Eastern Mediterranean Region, more than 1 million deaths could be prevented each year if 

appropriate environmental health interventions were available. Health systems are not yet 

identifying the environmental determinants of health as a key priority for improving public 

health. Declining water availability and quality, increasing populations, rapid changes in 

lifestyles, urbanization, unsustainable energy consumption and inefficient use of water resources 

are major public health concerns. Natural and manmade disasters and climate change are 

expected to aggravate most of these problems and to exacerbate their public health impact.  
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Actions to promote healthier environments are required both in the health sector itself 

and across sectors. Countries need to develop their national environmental health preparedness 

plans for emergencies, and to improve the access to information for research and decision-

making. In order to ensure effective action in the health sector, risks have to be reduced or 

controlled in the settings in which they occur – homes, schools, workplaces and cities – and in 

sectors such as energy, transport, industry and agriculture.  

WHO has identified six major health consequences of climate change: malnutrition resulting from 

food insecurity; deaths and injuries caused by frequent extreme weather events; increase in 

diarrhoeal diseases due to water scarcity and pollution; increased morbidity and mortality due to 

heat-waves; increased incidence of respiratory diseases due to worsening air quality; and change 

in the geographical distribution of disease vectors. The newest looming threats to environmental 

health are the impacts of climate change. Although our Region’s historical contribution to 

greenhouse gas emissions is minimal, populations in our Member States will be among the second 

worst affected in the world (after Africa), chiefly through the added stress on scarce water and 

food resources, as well as the subsequent adverse effects on public health. In order to protect 

health from climate change, the WHO Regional Committee for the Eastern Mediterranean in its 

fifty-fifth session (2008) adopted a resolution (EM/RC55/R.8) and endorsed a regional framework 

of action to enhance the heath sector’s resilience in all Member States. In this regard the Regional 

Office for the Eastern Mediterranean has been providing countries with capacity-building and 

technical support to steer our Region’s response to climate change in terms of vulnerability 

assessment, adaptation and mitigation. I take this opportunity to remind you that your leadership 

is vital to implementation of the regional resolution and framework, as already pioneered by 

Jordan.   

Allow me to remind you of the regional mandate of our centre of excellence in 

environmental health. CEHA was established in 1985 in Amman, Jordan, as part of the Regional 

Office for the Eastern Mediterranean to support Member States in protecting public health from 

environmental risks. During its quarter of a century of existence as the environmental health 

technical arm and information exchange conduit of the Regional Office, and despite the limited 

human and financial resources available, CEHA has played a crucial role in reducing the burden of 

environmental risks to health and improving quality of life. CEHA has also been successful in 

mobilizing resources and raising funds for its work and activities (historically, over 40% of its 

budget is external).  



 3

The Centre has honoured its mission to promote environmental health through strengthening 

national capabilities and programmes in countries of the Region, in terms of: human resources 

development and training; institutional capacity-building; information exchange, dissemination 

and awareness-raising; technical cooperation, consultancy and technology transfer; applied 

research and projects development; and environmental health strategy and policy development. 

    CEHA has specifically carried out work pertinent to its technical areas of expertise, including: 

water, sanitation and health; health aspects of integrated solid and hazardous waste management, 

and health care waste management; air quality (indoor and outdoor); environmental management 

systems in health care facilities; monitoring and evaluation of the burden of disease due to 

environmental risks, and economic valuation; environmental risk assessment, management and 

communications; environmental health impact assessment; healthy housing and healthy settings; 

and climate change and health. 

Reductions in WHO’s regular budget allocated to CEHA have in the past posed a pressing 

challenge to the Centre, and will continue to do so in the future. However, CEHA took the lead, 

with full support from the Regional Office, in developing collaborative projects with external 

funding partners and has been successful in raising funds for its activities in numerous Member 

States. The Regional Office in Cairo is committed to providing adequate resources in terms of 

funding and staffing to maintain CEHA’s core functions and operations in order to meet the 

mounting environmental health concerns and challenges in our Region.  

CEHA’s plan for 2012–2013 (coinciding with the third phase of the mid-term strategic plan 

2008–2013, and WHO reform) is very much in line with WHO’s strategic objective no. 8, which is 

to: promote a healthier environment, intensify primary prevention and influence public policies in 

all sectors so as to address the root causes of environmental threats to health. The CEHA plan 

addresses challenges and priorities, expressed by our Member States’ experts during the 

preparatory processes for developing the new regional environmental health strategy and work-

plan, which will be launched in 2012. There has been an increased focus in the current biennium 

on carrying out case studies and “pilot” projects, as well as capacity building training courses. 

Environmental health risk and impact assessment will be a building block, and will be closely 

linked with economic valuation activities, promoting prevention rather than treatment strategies in 

the Region.  

Lack of environmental health experts could be one of the main reasons behind the weak 

environmental health programmes in most countries of the Region.  CEHA will continue its 
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human resources development programme through regional and national training programmes. 

 However, during the coming biennium, CEHA in collaboration with other regional and 

international parties will also develop on-going certified training programmes on priority 

environmental health issues.  It is anticipated that these programmes will fill in some of the 

knowledge gaps existing in several countries of the Region, and at the same time generate 

resources to budget the funding gaps. 

Distinguished Colleagues, 

In closing, I would like to invite you all – distinguished representatives of Member States 

and regional experts – to join hands with CEHA in order to meet, together, the environmental 

health challenges, to promote the environmental health agenda and to strengthen national 

capabilities and programmes in the Eastern Mediterranean Region; and, yes, to create a more 

sustainable and healthy environment for us and for the future generations to come. 

Allow me finally, on behalf of WHO, to express my sincere thanks and deep appreciation 

to all of you, your governments and organizations for being here with us today as the Technical 

Advisory Committee of CEHA. I look forward to receiving your valuable inputs, critiques, 

observations and recommendations. We shall always be obliged for your continuing support to 

CEHA. I wish you all a very pleasant stay in Amman. 


