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I am especially pleased to welcome the participants from the Member States, who are 

the real stakeholders of this three-day meeting. I also wish to express my appreciation to the 

Member States for the remarkable progress and achievements so far. Nevertheless, a lot more 

is expected and needs to be done to achieve the regional and global goals for measles control 

and elimination.  

Dear Colleagues, 

The Region has seen commendable progress in measles control and elimination during 

the past decade. The number of reported measles cases decreased by 88% between 1998 and 

2010, and measles mortality fell by 93% between 2000 and 2008.  These achievements are 

the result of implementation of measles elimination strategies in most of the countries, and 

thanks to the earnest national efforts and the enormous partner support. Based on the reported 

data, the routine immunization coverage of the first dose of measles-containing vaccine for 

the Region has increased, from 79% in 2000 to 88% in 2010, and nineteen countries provide 

a routine second dose of measles vaccine with variable levels of coverage. Follow-up measles 

campaigns are being conducted in countries that have not reached the target coverage with 

two doses of measles vaccine. In addition, 20 countries are currently performing nationwide 

measles case-based surveillance and the surveillance performance indicators are significantly 

improving in the majority of the countries. The regional measles elimination validation 

commission has been established, and guiding notes on establishing national measles 

elimination validation committees were shared with all countries. So far, six countries have 

constituted national validation committees at national level. I am sure that other countries will 

be doing that soon.  

Despite the achievements I’ve just mentioned, as you are well aware, the target date for 

regional measles elimination, 2010, has passed and we have not eliminated measles from the 

Region. Moreover, there was a resurgence of measles cases in several countries in 2010 

which has continued into 2011.  

I’m sure you will agree with me that this resurgence is due only to failure to reach or 

sustain the desired population immunity in those countries and stems from the failure to reach 

the level of measles vaccination coverage that is necessary to interrupt measles transmission 

or, at least, keep this transmission low. The worrying issue is that this resurgence has 

occurred in countries that have been reporting high routine or supplementary vaccination 
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coverage. A substantial proportion of the measles cases reported during these outbreaks has 

occurred among the cohorts reported as vaccinated and a big percentage of these cases proved 

to be unvaccinated. This raises concerns about the quality of the reported routine vaccination 

data and the quality of the supplementary immunization activities. 

Ladies and Gentlemen,  

I’m sure you will agree with me that our Region is facing challenges that require 

sustained efforts and higher input by the countries, as well as continuous collaboration with 

and support from the partners in order to curb the current resurgence of measles, sustain the 

gains of measles mortality reduction and achieve measles elimination. The Region is 

witnessing unprecedented events, including political upheaval, conflict, massive numbers of 

refugees and famine. In many cases these events have resulted in delaying implementation of 

planned activities, such as supplementary immunization activities, field visits for supervision, 

monitoring and evaluation, delivery of supplies etc. It has also resulted in a significant 

increase in the cost of implementation of the planned activities, especially the supplementary 

immunization activities. Such a situation gives our meeting special importance and imposes 

on all of us the responsibility of identifying alternative ways to ensure timely implementation 

of planned activities.  

Dear Colleagues, 

A few days ago, during the 58th session of the Regional Committee for the Eastern 

Mediterranean, their Excellencies the Ministers of Health of the Region renewed the 

countries, commitment to measles elimination in the Region and resolved to spare no efforts 

to achieve measles elimination by 2015. To achieve this target, intensive efforts and 

appropriate approaches are needed in order to reach the inaccessible areas, especially those 

inaccessible due to security and safety issues.  Countries still need to conduct follow-up 

measles campaigns that require allocation by the countries and mobilization by the partners 

of considerable amounts of resources. More efforts should be devoted during the coming 

period to achieving at least 95% vaccination coverage with two doses of measles vaccine in 

each district, with the necessary quality – quality of the reported data on routine vaccination 

coverage and using these data to address the gaps; quality of the supplementary immunization 

activities; quality of the disease surveillance; and, finally, quality of the action taken based on 

evidence.   
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Today we meet to discuss together, in depth, what went right and resulted in the 

recognized achievements, so that we can build on those achievements, and also on what went 

wrong and resulted in delaying the target date, so that we can apply the corrective measures. 

We will review together the national plans for measles elimination in light of the 

recommended strategy. We will analyse the implementation with regard to the planned 

activities, and we will plan for the coming period. I urge you to make the best use of this 

meeting to discuss issues in depth and openly, with all transparency, to share experience and 

to learn from the past. I urge you also to make a good use of the support of the experts 

attending this meeting to review your national plans and establish the next steps. I also 

strongly urge our partners to continue providing the support needed in order to sustain the 

gains and achieve the target. 

Once again, I wish to express my sincere gratitude to all of you, countries and partners, 

for your efforts and for participating in this meeting, and I wish you a pleasant stay in Dubai. 

Thank you.  

 

 

 


