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In the Name of God, the Compassionate, the Merciful 

 

Opening remarks 

to the 

PROGRAMME MANAGERS MEETING ON LEPROSY ELIMINATION 
CAIRO, EGYPT, 25–26 October 2011 

 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

I am pleased to welcome you to the Programme Managers Meeting on Elimination of 

Leprosy. As you are aware, our Region has passed through difficult times during this year. Due 

to these difficulties, this meeting was delayed and we had to change its venue two times, from 

Tripoli in Libya, to Damascus in the Syrian Arab Republic and then finally to Cairo where the 

situation was settling down. 

I wish to welcome our guests from the countries, partners, experts, colleagues from the 

Global Leprosy Programme and from The Nippon Foundation. 

Dear Colleagues  

I expect that your programmes have started practical steps in implementing the Enhanced 

Global Strategy 2011-2015. I hope your country presentations will reflect the progress in this 

respect. Moreover reducing grade-2 disabilities among new cases is a priority in the Enhanced 

Strategy and we need to adopt approaches to achieve this reduction.   

Another important new topic that took place last year is the development of guidelines for 

strengthening participation of persons affected by leprosy in leprosy services. These guidelines 

have been endorsed, and I encourage all countries to adopt and apply them. For our Region, the 

guidelines have been translated into Arabic, and they will be printed and distributed to the 
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countries in the near future. This step will facilitate the use of these guidelines by the concerned 

staff at the national level. 

Dear Friends 

The Eastern Mediterranean Region has successfully achieved leprosy elimination, and all 

the countries have achieved elimination except the Republic of South Sudan where the situation 

still needs to be confirmed. So now it is important to start identifying districts which did not 

achieve elimination in order to concentrate more efforts into them to achieve district level 

elimination. I believe data reporting at district level, in addition to the usual country level 

reporting, will help us to understand the situation more deeply and will better direct our 

interventions. 

I wish you a successful meeting and I look forward to seeing the outcomes of your valuable 

contributions and discussions. 

Finally I wish a pleasant stay in Cairo. 

Thank you 

 

 

 


