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Your Excellencies, Distinguished Guests, Ladies and Gentlemen, 

It gives me great pleasure to address this regional workshop on tools and methods of 

environmental health and chemicals risk assessment, management and communication, 

organized by the WHO Regional Office for the Eastern Mediterranean. I take this opportunity to 

express my gratitude to the Government of Jordan for hosting this meeting in Amman, Jordan. 

Ladies and Gentleman,  

A recent WHO global study on preventing disease through healthy environments 

establishes that almost a quarter (24%) of the global burden of disease and one-third of the 

burden in developing countries are caused by modifiable environmental risks. This study also 

found that environmental risk factors have an impact in 85 diseases out of the 102 diseases 

reported regularly by WHO. Environmental factors like air pollution, unsafe water and 

sanitation, improper solid and hazardous waste management, unhygienic food, among others, 

contribute to major diseases, such as respiratory illnesses, diarrhoea, malaria and unintentional 

injuries.  

Similarly, chemicals in the environment pose a serious health threat to human 

populations, and their production and use has increased 10-fold worldwide. However, many 

 

  



2 
 

 

countries have recognized the need for action and have signed a number of bilateral international 

agreements. These agreements place requirements on countries to develop capacities for 

chemical management, including capacities allowing them to assess environmental health risks 

associated with use of chemicals in order to make informed decisions. Still, many countries are 

lacking competencies to assess risks to human health from exposures to chemicals, especially 

developing countries and countries whose economies are in transition.  

In response to all these challenges, environmental health practitioners require 

professional expertise in environmental health risk assessment to be able to manage human 

health risks from exposure to the environmental risk agents. Basically, risk assessment is the 

process of estimating the potential impact of a chemical, physical, microbiological or 

psychosocial hazard on a specific human population or ecological system under a specific set of 

conditions and for a certain time-frame. Unfortunately, this kind of expertise is lacking in our 

Region. However, to be effective and sustainable, actions must be aimed at building national 

capacities in environmental health risk assessment at different levels, based on careful 

identification, analysis and prioritization of the needs. Subsequently, environmental health risk 

assessment (EHRA) is also a tool for informed decision-making. Therefore, the application of 

risk assessment stretches from the smallest administrative unit or individual to national and 

global level. Keeping all factors in mind, it is imperative to create a critical mass of EHRA 

specialists through a proper training system and through establishing effective information 

systems in environmental health.  

Ladies and Gentlemen,  

In fact, risk assessment leads to risk management. Therefore, risk managers rely heavily 

on risk assessments when making regulatory decisions, such as setting drinking-water standards, 

or developing plans to clean up hazardous waste sites. Risk managers are responsible for 

protecting human health, but they must also consider public acceptance, as well as technological, 

economic, social and political factors, when making their decisions.  

Risk communication helps to convey the results of risk assessment in a way that 

effectively supports risk management decisions. Good risk communication strategies are a 

fundamental aspect of developing trust among various stakeholders and the community. Such 

strategies are often considered an important first step that can begin even before conducting the 
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risk assessment. Involving the community, establishing and maintaining relationships, and 

networking with other partners whether agencies, organizations, government or the media) are 

key elements in a risk communication strategy.  

Ladies and Gentlemen,                                              

I am hopeful that this pioneering regional training workshop will achieve its objectives 

by deliberations and debate on environmental health risk assessment, management and 

communication.     

I would like to take this opportunity to convey my best wishes to each and every one of 

you for a very successful forum, and joyful stay in beautiful Amman.  

Thank you  

 

 


