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In the Name of God, the Compassionate, the Merciful 

 

Opening remarks 

to 

SUBREGIONAL WORKSHOP ON INFECTION PREVENTION AND CONTROL 
FOR ACUTE RESPIRATORY INFECTIONS IN HEALTH CARE FACILITIES 

 

Cairo, Egypt, 12–15 September 2011 

 
Dear Colleagues and Distinguished Guests,   

I am extremely pleased to welcome you all to this training workshop on infection 

prevention and control for acute respiratory infections in health care facilities.   

I take this opportunity to extend my thanks to our colleagues from WHO headquarters 

as well as to our regional experts for facilitating this important workshop, along with our 

Regional Office colleagues. I am very happy to note that this workshop is being held with 

financial support from the US Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) under a 

cooperative agreement between the CDC and the Regional Office on influenza surveillance 

and response in the Eastern Mediterranean Region. 

Dear Participants,   

This is the second of the two training workshops on infection prevention and control 

in health care facilities that we organized from the Regional Office this year. The first of 

these workshops was held in Riyadh, Saudia Arabia on 10–13 April this year and was 

organized in collaboration with the WHO Collaborating Centre for Infection Control at King 

Abdelaziz Medical City. With the completion of the current workshop, we will have trained 

health care workers in each of our Member States on infection prevention and control in 

health care facilities for acute respiratory infections of epidemic and pandemic potential.  

Dear Colleagues,  

The challenges that we face today to prepare our health facilities for public health 

emergencies cannot be properly understood unless we have a broader view of the burden and 

magnitude of health care-associated infections. Such infections are affecting hundreds of 
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millions of patients every year globally. It is estimated that in developed countries, between 

5% and 10% of patients admitted to acute care hospitals acquire one or more infections from 

health care facilities. In developing countries, the risk of infection is 2–20 times higher.  

The current global evidence, however, clearly demonstrates that a considerable 

proportion of the burden of health care-associated infections can be prevented with low-cost 

but high yielding interventions. Despite the availability of low-cost interventions for infection 

prevention and control, compliance with standard infection control practices by health care 

workers remains very low. The translation of evidence into reliable and sustainable practice 

in health care settings is the biggest challenge that we face today. 

My Dear Distinguished Participants, 

 As you know, the Eastern Mediterranean Region faces recurrent outbreaks from 

known and unknown disease pathogens. From our Regional Office, we are continuously 

investing our time, efforts and organizational resources to improve the public health capacity 

of our Member States for timely and effective response to public health emergencies. The 

current training workshop is intended to help participants acquire the core competencies and 

skills required for infection prevention and control in health care settings for epidemic and 

pandemic prone acute respiratory diseases.  Such training will effectively contribute to the 

goals of protecting public health and sustaining regional health security.  

Dear Colleagues,  

I would like to thank you all again for making yourself available for this important 

workshop. I am sure you will enjoy the proceedings, during which we will also seek your 

commitment for developing an action plan that will aim at preventing infections in health 

care settings for emerging and re-emerging infectious diseases. 

I wish you success in your workshop and a comfortable and pleasant stay here in 

Cairo. I thank you all once again for your presence today to grace the inaugural ceremony of 

this workshop.  

 


