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Excellencies, Colleagues, Ladies and Gentlemen, 

It is a great pleasure for us to have you here with us, and with our youth groups, to 

celebrate World Blood Donor Day (WBDD) 2011. 

We would like to particularly welcome H.E. Dr Ashraf Mahmoud Ibrahim Hatem, 

Minister of Health and Population, and H.E. Mr Dominik Furgler, the Ambassador of 

Switzerland in Egypt.  

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

Established as an annual event by the Fifty-eighth World Health Assembly in resolution 

WHA58.13, the observance of the World Blood Donor Day is an activity organized by the 

World Health Organization (WHO) in collaboration with many key international 

organizations including the International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent 

Societies, the International Federation of Blood Donor Organization and the International 

Society of Blood Transfusion. On this day, we call on Member States, organizations of the 

United Nations system, multilateral and bilateral agencies, international organizations, 

nongovernmental organizations and bodies concerned with global blood safety to come 

together in promoting and supporting voluntary nonremunerated blood donation as the 

foundation for safe sufficient supplies of blood and blood products. This day has become an 

integral part of national blood programmes and an occasion to thank, appreciate and 

acknowledge voluntary blood donors for their life-saving gift of blood. 
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The theme of World Blood Donor Day 2011 is, “More blood. More life”. This theme 

reinforces the urgent need for more people all over the world to become life-savers by 

volunteering to donate blood regularly. 

Today still only, 62 countries worldwide, including three Eastern Mediterranean Region 

Member States, have blood transfusion services based entirely on voluntary blood donation. 

This is an increase from 36 in 2002. In line with the 2009 Melborne Declaration, which calls 

on countries to achieve 100% voluntary unpaid blood donation by the year 2020, World 

Blood Donor Day aims to increase blood donation by: 

• creating wider awareness of the vital role of blood transfusion in saving lives and 

improving the health of millions of people each year; 

• motivating more individuals to become regular voluntary unpaid blood donors to ensure 

sufficient stocks of blood to meet national requirements, even in emergency situations; 

• recognizing regular voluntary unpaid donors as public health role models; it is because 

they lead healthy lifestyles and are regularly screened that they are able to donate blood 

regularly. 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

The scope of the World Blood Donor Day events increases every year in recognition of 

the selfless individuals who donate their blood for people they will never meet. This year, 

WHO and partners are encouraging communities in every country to join the World Blood 

Donor Day campaign and to “Paint the World Red”, whether by symbolically colouring or 

lighting monuments, popular landmarks and buildings in red; staging artistic, cultural or 

musical events with a red-colored theme; or forming a “human blood drop” in prominent 

public places.  

It is my pleasure to welcome this year the participation of two nongovernmental 

organizations that closely work with WHO and will tell us of their activities of the past year: 

The Mansour Charity Foundation and Club 25 ME. We will be presenting a video showing 

some of their activities encouraging blood donation. Our aim is basically to support national 

blood transfusion services, blood donor organizations and other nongovernmental 

organizations in strengthening and expanding their voluntary blood donor programmes and to 

reinforce regional, national and local campaigns. Therefore, we hope that you too, will 

support the event and will take part in the celebrations. 
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If you wish, please feel free to find out your blood group, if you don’t know it, outside 

this hall. Again, your sharing this event with us is our pleasure.  

Thank you for your attention, for your support and collaboration. 


