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purpose of this meeting is therefore: to present and review the status of the project activities 

on the demonstration of alternative vector control interventions to DDT; to report on the 

status of the cost-effectiveness tools and data collected to-date; to report on the status of the 

disposal of obsolete DDT and other pesticides in Morocco, Jordan and the Islamic Republic 

of Iran; to identify challenges and constraints in the overall implementation of the project in 

countries of the Region; and to recommend the way forward for timely implementation of the 

project. 

Dear Colleagues, 

Allow me to take the opportunity to share with you some of the issues that are clearly 

emerging from this regional project and support. First, project countries have taken advantage 

of the support to generate additional resources. With the support of WHO and our key 

partners (London School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine and Liverpool School of 

Tropical Medicine), Sudan was able to generate a total of US$ 2.4 million from the Bill and 

Melinda Gates Foundation. The funds are earmarked for managing vector resistance to 

insecticides, especially to pyrethroids. With the support of WHO and FAO, Morocco was 

also able to mobilize about US$ 270 000 from the Strategic Approach to International 

Chemicals Management (SAICM) towards the disposal of obsolete DDT and other pesticides. 

This meeting offers the opportunity to share some preliminary findings from these and other 

project countries in line with the objectives of the project.  

We have also witnessed national control programmes strengthening their capacities not 

only on the implementation of vector control interventions, but also on operational research. 

This augurs well for the goal of this project, which is to demonstrate sustainable alternatives 

and strengthen national capabilities. However, other countries continue to struggle in these 

two areas. Noting that the project officially ends in 2013, STAC members through this 

meeting need to advise WHO on the best course of action. Would for example re-allocating 

more resources to countries that are progressing well be a good idea?   

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

Countries of the Region are indeed committed to reducing reliance on the use of DDT 

by implementing sustainable and cost-effective alternatives. For example, in the past three 

years, an estimated total of 45 million people in the Region have had access to long-lasting 

insecticide-treated nets. This is a potential alternative to DDT and a user-friendly 

intervention. In a few countries of the Region (Sudan, Afghanistan and possibly in other 
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countries), these efforts are, however, being threatened by the development and spread of 

vector resistance to pyrethroids.  

The project therefore provides opportunity to test the potential of this and other 

interventions as appropriate alternatives to DDT for vector-borne disease prevention, in the 

framework of vector resistance management strategy. We would therefore like to remind 

every control programme of the WHO recommendations to implement resistance 

management strategies (including routine resistance monitoring), even before resistance and 

control failures are reported. Although initially this may be costly, it will be cost-saving in 

the longer term.  

Dear Colleagues, 

Countries of the Region are faced with an increasing burden due to emerging and re-

emerging vector-borne diseases. While responding to this challenge, they are also faced with 

problems of managing the few control tools available – which include sound management of 

public health pesticides. To reiterate the commitment of countries of the Region, 15 countries 

participated in a global survey to map and document registration and management practices 

for public-health pesticides. The survey identified a number of challenges in pesticide 

management.  

I am therefore pleased to inform you that these challenges will be further discussed 

during the 58th session of the WHO Regional Committee for the Eastern Mediterranean in 

October 2011. The objectives of the discussions will be to inform Member States, of and 

draw their attention to, the challenges the Region is facing in managing public health 

pesticides in the face of increasing vector-borne diseases; and to advocate for, and request 

their support to develop, relevant policy and strategies and to strengthen national capacities 

and mobilize resources to implement sound management of public health pesticides. This will 

be in line with World Health Assembly resolution WHA63.26 and the RC resolution 

EM/RC.52/R.6 on integrated vector management. 

Dear Colleagues,  

To take forward the recommendations and resolution that will arise from the Regional 

Committee, the Region, together with national, regional and international partners, is 

organizing a regional consultation on pesticide management in November 2011. During the 

proposed consultation, there will be an opportunity to review the outcome of the WHO 
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survey on public health pesticide registration and management practices by the Member 

States, and to identify regional strategies and key actions for sound management of public 

health pesticides during their life cycle, including procurement, transport, storage, 

use/application, and disposal of pesticide waste and containers. 

All these regional plans and actions, not only complement the goals and objectives of 

the WHO/UNEP/GEF project, they also contribute to the overall implementation of the 

regional project and they deserve everyone’s support. 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

On this note, let me end by thanking you all once again for your support. I look forward 

to the conclusions and recommendations of this meeting and wish you a pleasant stay in 

Marrakech. 

Thank you. 

 


