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Mr Chairman, dear Colleagues, Ladies and Gentlemen, 

It gives me great pleasure to welcome you to the meeting of the Technical Advisory 

Group on Poliomyelitis Eradication in Afghanistan and Pakistan. I would like to welcome all 

members of the Technical Advisory Group and thank them for accepting to be with us for 

these two days.  I would like, as well, to express sincere gratitude to the Government of 

Pakistan for hosting the meeting, and to the delegations of both Afghanistan and Pakistan, 

and to acknowledge with appreciation their presence with us despite their other important 

commitments. 

I wish also to take this opportunity to acknowledge the national authorities in both 

Afghanistan and Pakistan for their commitment and extensive efforts towards the goal of 

polio eradication. I also welcome representatives of our close partners, who are with us in this 

meeting, namely UNICEF, Rotary International, CDC Atlanta, USAID, Bill and Melinda 

Gates Foundation, World Bank, DFID and JICA and to acknowledge those who couldn’t 

participate, particularly the Government of United Arab Emirates who recently made a 

generous donation. 

Dear Colleagues,  

Shortly after your meeting in May last year a devastating flood swept Pakistan 

resulting in massive displacement of people and disturbed epidemiological balance followed 

by sharp increase in the number of polio cases. Concerned about the impact of the flood on 
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population health, I visited Pakistan with Dr Margaret Chan, WHO Director-General and Dr 

Bruce Aylward, Director, Polio Eradication Initiative. During our visit, we touched on polio 

eradication. The President of Pakistan and health authorities were briefed on the current 

global situation and the significant progress witnessed in India and Nigeria. It was 

highlighted that a comprehensive action is required from national authorities to address the 

situation and to avoid Pakistan being the last country in the world to eradicate polio. I am 

pleased to note a very positive response from all the authorities. His Excellency the President 

called for the preparation of an emergency plan.  

The National Emergency Action Plan to interrupt poliovirus circulation by 2011 was 

developed in consultation with all concerned at provincial level and with partners. This plan 

has been launched by their Excellencies the President and the Prime Minister of Pakistan, 

together with the Provincial Chief Ministers and Chief Secretaries. Oversight and 

accountability by the government functionaries has been introduced through the 

establishment of task forces and monitoring cells at the national and provincial level to 

monitor progress and address constraints.  

In addition, efforts to develop district-specific plans were extended. Furthermore, at 

present, efforts have started to develop Union Council-based planning, addressing local 

issues with local solutions, particularly in Union Councils which are persistently low 

performing in vaccinating the children. In this regard, I wish to acknowledge, with 

appreciation, the action already started in some provinces towards the establishment of the 

Union Council-level polio eradication teams, led by the medical officer at the Basic Health 

Unit and supported by the revenue and education departments.  

Another positive development is the move towards a shift in the team composition, 

from volunteers to government workers, including lady health workers and teachers, which 

will ensure greater accountability of their performance. In addition, monitoring is being 

tightened through the introduction of LQAs (Lot Quality Assurance) to assess campaign 

quality and the use of the new technology in rapid data transmission from the field, quick 

analysis and sharing of the results for immediate remedial measures in the field. The 

expansion of environmental surveillance to other parts of the country has proved to be useful 

in understanding the dynamics of the poliovirus circulation, highlighting the importance of 

vaccinating the migrant population. 
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We are confident that all these measures, particularly the persistent oversight and 

accountability by the government at all the levels, will have the required positive impact on 

the poliovirus circulation in the country. 

Dear Colleagues 

In Afghanistan, where security problems are the main reason for inaccessibility to 

children, a wide range of approaches is being implemented by the national programme to 

ensure accessibility in these conflict-affected areas. The polio eradication programme 

remains successful in keeping circulation of the poliovirus localized to the southern part of 

the country and in protecting northern Afghanistan from the Tajikistan outbreak. The 

constitution of a working group, chaired by Her Excellency the Minister of Public Health, 

which meets every month to monitor the situation and provide guidance on policy and 

strategic issues is a very clear indicator of the high political commitment to eradicating polio 

from Afghanistan. A consultative group, chaired by the General Director Preventive 

Medicine, to focus on 13 high-risk districts and to discuss innovative approaches to 

improving access and campaign quality in these districts, is another step forward to achieving 

some breakthrough in the southern region. At the same time, efforts are continuing to sustain 

good coverage in all accessible areas. 

Dear Colleagues, 

This meeting is taking place at a very critical time for the eradication initiative and with 

a lot of concern expressed about the continued virus circulation in Afghanistan and Pakistan. 

It is clear that both countries are aware that success in stopping transmission will only 

be achieved through joint and well coordinated efforts between the two countries. I remain 

very encouraged by the sustained commitment in both countries and by the exemplary close 

and comprehensive collaboration between them. I am sure that this commitment, together 

with your guidance and the full support of partners, will enable the programmes to overcome 

all remaining challenges and achieve the long awaited eradication goal.  

In conclusion, I would like to thank you once more for your commitment and to wish 

you a successful meeting. We all look forward to your views and recommendations. 

It remains for me to wish you a pleasant stay in Islamabad. 


