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Your Excellency Dr Hanif Hassan Alli, 

Dr Ali Jaffer, Chairman of the Regional Certification Commission, 

Members of the Commission, 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

It gives me great pleasure to welcome all of you to the twenty-fourth meeting of the 

Regional Commission for Certification of Poliomyelitis. I wish to express my sincere 

gratitude to the Government of the United Arab Emirates for hosting this meeting and the 

excellent arrangements made, and to specifically thank H.E. Dr Hanif Hassan Ali, Minister of 

Health, United Arab Emirates, for honouring us with his presence on this occasion. Let me 

also express my appreciation to all the Commission members, to the chairpersons of the 

National Certification Committees and to the national programme managers for their 

commitment and continued efforts to achieve the long awaited target of polio eradication in 

the WHO Eastern Mediterranean Region.  

I wish also to welcome representatives of the polio eradication partners who are with us 

in the meeting, namely Rotary International, the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, 

and UNICEF, as well as WHO staff from headquarters and regional offices, and field staff. 

Dear Colleagues, 

You will be briefed about the latest epidemiological situation of poliomyelitis and the 

eradication efforts, both globally and, in greater detail, regionally. You will hear directly 
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from all polio-free countries of the Region, with the exception of the Libyan Arab Jamahiriya 

who could not be with us because of the current situation there, and of Djibouti and Lebanon 

who are still in the process of streamlining some of the eradication activities in line with the 

directives of the Commission. You will also note that the submissions from northern and 

southern Sudan are now separate. 

I wish to take this opportunity to acknowledge with sincere appreciation the efforts 

made by all the 20 polio-free countries of the Region to maintain this status through ensuring 

high levels of population immunity, accompanied by good surveillance and efficient national 

systems for preparedness and response to importations. 

Our main concern is the situation in Afghanistan and Pakistan where wild polioviruses 

are still circulating denoting that there are children who are not immune, particularly in the 

areas of viral circulation.  

The situation in Afghanistan is a combination of success and failure: success in 

maintaining the polio-free status all over the country except in the southern Region; and 

failure to find a way by which the children of the southern Region can be freely accessed for 

vaccination despite several initiatives in this regard. 

In Pakistan polio eradication efforts are facing similar security challenges in some areas 

which have persisted and have even escalated during the past 2 years. This was compounded 

last year by the devastating floods affecting most of the country and accompanied by 

significant population movements involving polio-free areas. This resulted in epidemic 

spread and the highest number of cases for 5 years. Another more serious challenge is the 

inadequate quality of implementation. 

In spite of these challenges in Afghanistan and Pakistan, we remain very optimistic that 

polio eradication will be achieved very soon. Our optimism is based on the continued 

commitment at the highest political levels with evidence of that being translated into concrete 

actions at the delivery levels.  

Without taking any more time from your very busy schedule, I wish you a very 

productive meeting and a pleasant stay in Dubai and I look forward to your 

recommendations.  


