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The UNICEF/UNDP/World Bank/WHO Special Programme for Research and Training 

in Tropical Diseases (TDR) has created Disease Reference Groups (DRGs) in order to provide 

analysis of progress, opportunities and gaps in research on infectious diseases, and to stimulate 

dialogue on cross-cutting international health themes. The Disease Reference Group, 

Zoonoses and marginalized infectious diseases (DRG 6 or ZOOM-IN) is hosted by the WHO 

Regional Office for the Eastern Mediterranean. Its members are international experts in their 

fields; the chair is Prof David Molyneux, and the co-Chair is Dr Zuhair Hallaj.  

DRG ZOOM-IN will synthesize and harmonize relevant research evidence and identify 

gaps to facilitate priority-setting for infectious diseases within its scope. It will advocate for 

enhanced access to research evidence within the countries where the diseases are endemic.  

The scope of the DRG on zoonoses and marginalized infectious diseases comprises 

thematic and disease areas. The thematic areas are infectious diseases of poverty, fulfilling  

criteria such as zoonotic diseases and understudied infectious diseases of poverty. The scope 

of diseases for the DRG includes zoonotic diseases (parasitic, viral and bacterial), some 

diarrhoeal diseases and opportunistic infections, and foodborne trematodes. 

The first meeting of the DRG took place during November 2009 where the concept note 

was reviewed and the way forward was discussed and the stakeholders were nominated by the 

different DRG members and secretariat.   

It is hoped that the valuable contribution of the distinguished stakeholders of this DRG 

will help to validate the concept note and guide our future steps for the publication of the DRG 

report early 2011. The latter will feed into the Global Report for Research on Infectious 

Diseases of Poverty in 2011. This publication is expected to act as a reference and its topics 

will be targeted in future research activities carried out in WHO and worldwide by research 

institutions, with the ultimate goal of harnessing and coordinating efforts in the fight against 

infectious diseases.  

 

 

 

 


