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Ladies and Gentlemen, 

It is my pleasure to welcome you all to the opening of the second joint workshop with 

the Secretariat of the Framework Convention on Tobacco Control. The first workshop, held 

in November 2009, focused on the implementation of the Framework Convention on 

Tobacco Control and the obstacles faced by the Member States of the Eastern Mediterranean 

Region in moving forward. During this year’s workshop, our aim is to pave the way for 

smooth negotiations in the upcoming fourth meeting of the Conference of Parties (COP), due 

to be held from 15 to 20 November 2010 in Uruguay. 

Ladies and Gentlemen,  

As you all know, by following ratification Afghanistan and Tunisia, 19 Member States 

from the Eastern Mediterranean Region are now Party to the Framework Convention. 

However, implementation at national level has varied from one Member State to another. 

Nonetheless, the Convention’s guidelines should now direct Parties in their implementation 

efforts. Parties have reported that after, adopting the guidelines of Articles 5.2, 8, 11 and 13, 

this paved the way for the effective implementation of the Framework Convention at the 

national level. We expect that, as more guidelines will be adopted in the Fourth Conference 

of the Parties, the implementation of the Convention will also improve. This will contribute 

to bridging the implementation gap between the Member States in the Region. 
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Ladies and Gentlemen, 

The Eastern Mediterranean Region has suffered and is still suffering from the heavy use 

of tobacco products. Prevalence has reached as high as 61.7% among men and approximately 

8% among women. New trends continue to invade the Region and with the realization that 

the fight against tobacco is high on the political agenda, the tobacco industry is determined to 

undermine this fight by introducing new fashions in tobacco use for the younger generations. 

Moreover, we are now seeing electronic cigarettes, and for the first time, smokeless tobacco 

is becoming popular in countries such as Egypt and Tunisia. These issues, among others, will 

be discussed in-depth during the Fourth Conference of the Parties. I am optimistic that, with 

your valid contributions, we can have in place concrete conclusions that will help us lead 

public health policies and interventions to control these new trends.   

We have seen many important developments at the regional level since our last 

workshop. The United Arab Emirates has adopted a comprehensive tobacco control law. The 

Syrian Arab Republic’s comprehensive tobacco control law entered into force creating 

positive feedback at the international level. Two new Member States have become Parties to 

the Framework Convention. Egypt issued a new by-law. Jordan is preparing to adopt new 

pictorial health warnings that are in line with the guidelines of Article 11. There are tireless 

attempts to free public places in Oman from tobacco use. 

It is our pleasure to share with you these significant and promising actions by our 

Member States in response to our call for stronger implementation to the Convention. I 

congratulate Member States on these much needed accomplishments. We are sure that when 

the Fourth Conference of the Parties concludes, a better understanding of how to move 

forward will exist, creating a significant opportunity for effective implementation of the 

Framework Convention on Tobacco Control. 

Ladies and Gentlemen,  

I would like to wish you a productive workshop. I hope you have an enjoyable stay in 

Egypt and a safe return home.  


