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Distinguished Guests, Dear Colleagues, Ladies and Gentlemen, 

It gives me great pleasure to welcome you all to this sub-regional meeting that 

includes countries of two networks: HANMAT and PIAM-net. Allow me to take this 

opportunity to thank Her Excellency the Minister of Health, Morocco, for hosting this 

important meeting. I extend special thanks to our partners from NAMRU-3, the World 

Wide Antimalarial Resistance Network (WWARN), and to our colleagues from the Pre-

qualification Programme/Quality and Safety of Medicine in WHO headquarters. This is the 

first time that the two networks, HANMAT and PIAM-net, have met together since their 

establishment in 2004 and 2008 respectively. This will be a valuable opportunity to share 

information and experience on issues related to monitoring therapeutic efficacy of 

antimalarial medicines, medicine quality, pharmacovigilance and also related to the 

implementation of treatment policies.  

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

I take this opportunity to inform you that the subject of World Health Day 2011 will 

be antimicrobial resistance. The current working theme is: Committing to prevent and 

contain antimicrobial resistance. Antimicrobial resistance is a threat to the control of 

tuberculosis, malaria, HIV and other diseases. As you know, artemisinin resistance has 

been confirmed in a few cases in Cambodia. This is an alarm for us to take critical actions 

to protect artemisinin-based combination therapies (ACTs) since they are the only 

currently available, effective tool for treatment for falciparum malaria. This meeting is an 

opportunity to discuss the preparation of information needed on the extent and risk factors 

of the antimalarial drug resistance problem in your country. It is also an opportunity to 



 
 

2

plan activities for World Health Day 2011, in order to promote containment and prevention 

of artemisinin-resistant parasites through comprehensive behaviour change communication 

(BCC), mobilization and advocacy to ensure rational use of good quality antimalarial 

medicines.  

Dear Colleagues, 

The strategy for preventing and containing spread of resistance includes multiple 

approaches. The first and most important approach is to strengthen surveillance activities 

for monitoring parasitic response to first-line and second-line antimalarial medicines 

included in your national treatment guidelines. An immediate priority is conducting ACT 

therapeutic efficacy studies every 2 years in a number of sentinel sites. I am pleased to note 

this monitoring has been systematically conducted in your countries during recent years, 

except in insecure areas, as in Somalia. The second important activity is improving access 

to quality-assured diagnosis and treatment. Malaria programmes should exert more efforts 

to prevent marketing of substandard and counterfeit antimalaria medicines. This would 

require periodic monitoring of medicine quality. This meeting is an opportunity to discuss 

and develop a protocol for conduct of operational research on medicine quality, to fill in 

the knowledge gaps and to develop evidence-based strategies for ensuring provision of 

good quality medicines at all health facilities and by all providers. 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

The regional networks have made some achievements since their establishment, 

despite limited specific financial resources. The HANMAT network was established in 

2004 to facilitate exchange of information on drug resistance among the Horn of Africa 

countries and Yemen. Saudi Arabia subsequently joined as a member in the 2008 meeting 

that was held in Sana’a, Yemen. The activities of the network have expanded to cover 

other relevant activities including pharmcovigilance, and also use of serology techniques in 

malaria surveys. PIAM-net, for Afghanistan, Islamic Republic of Iran and Pakistan, was 

established in 2008 during the WHO third cross-border meeting held in Shiraz, Islamic 

Republic of Iran. This network is important, not only for falciparum malaria, but also for 

more understanding of vivax malaria, the more prevalent species in the three countries. 

These networks can play a crucial role in the response and containment strategy. 

Therefore, it is highly important to strengthen these two regional networks to be able to 

overcome the challenge of the spreading resistance to ACTs, which is not a distant 



 
 

3

prospect for our Region. The networks are crucial for encouragement and guidance for 

countries to conduct regular monitoring of drug efficacy; identification of regional trends; 

coordination of a regional response when required; and also for sharing of data on the 

border areas. 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

As you know there are other tools needed to confirm resistance, namely, 

pharmocokinetics, in-vitro efficacy and molecular markers. This meeting will emphasize 

the use of molecular techniques (PCR) in malaria. As you know, PCR becomes 

compulsory in drug efficacy monitoring for differentiating recrudescence from re-

infection. Molecular markers are also useful tools for early warning of drug resistance. It is 

also useful in genetic characterization of the vivax malaria in our Region. Promoting the 

use of PCR requires setting up of national and regional reference laboratories for molecular 

biology, and also building of country capacity. I expect that in this meeting you will 

discuss and plan for conducting a training workshop on the use of PCR for malaria, in 

collaboration with partners. 

Dear Colleagues, 

I wish you a successful meeting and a wonderful stay in the beautiful city of 

Marrakesh. 


