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Your Excellency,  

 Ladies and Gentlemen, 

It gives me a great pleasure to welcome you to the regional consultation on organization 

of school health services and emerging challenges, being held in Muscat, the vibrant capital 

of Oman, a country which is setting, every day, a good example of health and education 

development.   

I would like to express my sincere gratitude to H.E. Dr Ahmed Bin Mohamed Bin Obaid 

Al Saeedi, Minister of Health, for so kindly hosting this consultation, which addresses an 

important component of school health programmes, directly connected to the health and well-

being of schoolchildren, adolescents and other members of the school community. 

The participation of distinguished, regional and national experts, programme managers 

and field workers from countries of the Region, representing relevant areas of expertise, will 

certainly enrich the deliberations and the outcome of this consultation. I am sure that the 

regional and national capacities for protecting and promoting health in schools and with 

schools will be further strengthened as a result of this consultation. 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

Scٍhools are widely regarded as important settings for protecting and promoting health, as 

they reach the majority of children worldwide and, through them, school staff, families and 
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the community as a whole. Education is a key social determinant of health. Education makes 

a very important contribution to people’s knowledge of health risks, and how to avoid them. 

Provision of health services in or out of schools to schoolchildren, adolescents and 

school staff is a major pillar in any successful school health programme aiming at improving 

the health and well-being of children and, in some cases, whole families. School health 

services are also part of primary health care delivery. These services have been developed in 

different ways around the globe but the fundamentals are constant ... the early detection, 

correction, prevention or amelioration of disease and disability from which school-aged 

children can suffer. 

However, there are several different models of providing school health services in the 

Region. These need to be revisited and evaluated in relation to emerging health challenges 

and problems––behavioural and lifestyle risk factors, obesity and risk factors for 

noncommunicable disease, emerging communicable diseases and influenza-like illnesses, 

violence and injuries, to name a few. School health services need to be strengthened to 

respond properly to the health needs of school children and adolescents. This requires careful 

review of the existing models in relation to the developments in primary health care, and in 

health systems in general, to ensure equitable, efficient and effective health care for all 

schoolchildren and adolescents.  

To determine how best to provide these services, some questions should be asked. 

What are the current health problems, challenges, risk factors and priority needs facing 

school communities? How can the gap between students’ needs and access to services be 

bridged? 

What are the mechanisms to coordinate school health services with health services in the 

community? What role is suggested for health-promoting schools in this regard? 

What is the role of research in providing evidence on the best models of school health 

services delivery, and on the benefits and cost-effectiveness of school health services, 

appropriate for each community? How can we create consensus among stakeholders, 

decision-makers and school health leaders and practitioners on what constitutes a quality 

school health services programme? 
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I am sure that you will put all these questions and some others at the centre of your 

discussions and deliberations during the coming three days. 

Ladies and Gentlemen 

The excellent efforts of school health workers in addressing influenza-like illnesses 

during the past year deserve special respect and appreciation. This consultation will further 

enrich our knowledge and practice in this domain.  

I am sure that you will be successful in translating the consultation recommendations 

into tangible actions responding to national, local and school needs. I wish you all the best in 

your efforts, a pleasant stay in Muscat and a safe journey back home. 


