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Ladies and Gentlemen, Dear Colleagues, 

On behalf of the World Health Organization, it is my pleasure to welcome you all to the 

first global meeting of the International Food Safety Authorities Network, or INFOSAN, which 

is being organized jointly by the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations and 

WHO and hosted by the Abu Dhabi Food Control Authority. I would like to thank the 

Government of the United Arab Emirates and the Abu Dhabi Food Control Authority for hosting 

the meeting and generously supporting and facilitating the participation of food safety officials 

from many countries.  

I would also like to thank all participants for setting aside time in their busy schedules to 

attend this meeting, thereby contributing to the continued strengthening of the network. 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

The INFOSAN network was established in 2004 following World Health Assembly 

resolutions 2000 and 2002 in calling for improved communication between WHO and its 

Member States on matters of food safety and expressing serious concern about the potential 

health emergencies posed by natural, accidental or intentional contamination of food.  
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In 2004, the Codex Alimentarius Commission adopted ‘Principles and Guidelines for the 

Exchange of Information in Food Emergency Situations’. This included the appointment of 

official food safety emergency contact points in Member States and gave WHO the 

responsibility to maintain a list of food safety contact points for information exchange. This was 

the beginning of the INFOSAN network. 

In 2007, the new International Health Regulations (IHR) entered into force. Under the 

IHR, certain food safety events of public health relevance require action. INFOSAN Emergency 

is responsible for facilitating the identification, assessment and management of these food safety 

events.  

During its short period of operation, the expectations of the network have changed and 

expanded. Consequently, I feel that now is a good time to review the current and future direction 

of the INFOSAN network based on your experience from the first few years of operation. 

The objectives of the first global meeting of the International Food Safety Authorities 

Network are several – but they all point in the same direction: to improve and enhance the 

structure and functioning of the INFOSAN network in order to fulfil the requirements of food 

safety authorities across the world for exchange of valid and timely information concerning food 

safety events. 

Dear Colleagues,  

We have become increasingly aware of the interdependence of our respective food 

supplies, as global trade and rapid transport have allowed producers to connect to food markets 

beyond what was imaginable only a few decades ago. We are also aware that foodborne disease 

may spread as fast as the food supplies. Fortunately, we have increased our ability to connect 

between food safety organizations in countries that would never normally get the chance to meet. 

With the internet, we are now able to reach out to communicate and share information and 

experiences to improve the safety of global food supply and thus global public health. We are 

here at this meeting to help deepen those connections, to exchange and better understand the 

challenges we share with our counterparts in other countries, and how we can work together for 

our mutual benefit. This is the underlying goal of the International Food Safety Authorities 

Network. 



3 

3 
 

At the last World Health Assembly in May 2010, Member States gave WHO a clear 

message about the need to advance global food safety initiatives. It was emphasized that as food 

safety problems are global, so must be the solutions. The further development of INFOSAN was 

one of the key areas highlighted in the resolution, which was enthusiastically adopted by the 

Assembly. Such development includes encouraging communication and technical exchange of 

best practices among members of the Network, as well as strengthening the emergency function 

of INFOSAN as a critical component of WHO’s preventive and emergency operations relative to 

food safety. 

One of the challenges in ensuring a safe food supply is that it requires the cooperation of 

different sectors such as health, agriculture, trade and industry. Their roles are to keep consumers 

safe from foodborne threats, but the roles are divided in different ways in different countries.  

Ladies and Gentlemen, Dear Colleagues, 

Lastly, I would like to thank once again our colleagues from the Abu Dhabi Food Control 

Authority for their generosity in hosting this important meeting. All that remains for me is to 

wish you all a successful meeting, and a pleasant stay in this beautiful city of Abu Dhabi. 

Thank you. 

 

 


