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In the Name of God, the Compassionate, the Merciful 

Opening Remarks 

to the 

REGIONAL WORKSHOP ON MONITORING IMPLEMENTATION OF 
INTERNATIONAL HEALTH REGULATIONS CORE CAPACITIES IN THE 

EASTERN MEDITERRANEAN REGION  

Cairo, Egypt, 29 March–1 April 2010 

 

Dear Colleagues, Distinguished Guests, Ladies and Gentlemen, 

I am pleased to be with you today and to welcome you all to this Regional Workshop 

on Monitoring Implementation of International Health Regulations Core Capacities. I would 

like to take this opportunity to extend my deep appreciation to the Governments of Bahrain 

and Egypt for their transparency and participation in piloting the International Health 

Regulations monitoring tool in this Region. My appreciation also goes to our colleagues from 

WHO headquarters and regional offices, as well as to the large group of experts from all over 

the world who have contributed to development of the International Health Regulations all-

hazards monitoring framework.  

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

Articles 5 and 13 of the International Health Regulations (IHR) (2005) mandate each 

State Party to develop, strengthen and maintain the capacities to detect, assess, notify, report 

and respond promptly and effectively to the public health risks and events and public health 

emergencies of international concern taking into consideration the all hazards nature. In 

accordance with the Regulations, these capacities are required to be established as soon as 

possible but no later than five years from the entry into force of the Regulations for that State 

Party (i.e. by 2012). 

Lessons learnt from the current Pandemic (H1N1) 2009 have clearly highlighted the 

significance, in responding to an international public health event, of advance preparedness of 

the health systems and of vigilance through functioning minimum core capacities. It has also 

clearly shown the achievements that can be made in a united endeavour. Challenges in 

response to any event that might be of international concern should be continuously 

monitored. 
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Dear Colleagues, 

Article 54 of the IHR (2005) calls on States Parties to report on the implementation of 

the Regulations to the World Health Assembly. This provides the Member States with the 

principles and tools required for a thorough review of the capacities necessary to implement 

the Regulations, including the capacities required for responding to the events caused by all 

hazards and at points of entry. 

During this workshop we will review together the details of the all-hazards 

monitoring framework. This is an important tool for the national focal points in the Member 

States as it will enable them to report in a standardized manner, as required for the 

forthcoming World Health Assembly in May 2010. We will agree in this meeting on the 

deadlines we will need you to meet to enable the secretariat to report to the Health Assembly. 

Distinguished guests, 

I would like to take this opportunity also to highlight two critical issues that I believe 

will guarantee the success of our collective efforts in responding to public health events that 

might be of international concern in our region. These are: the maintenance of transparency 

in sharing information, in compliance with the International Health Regulations (2005), and 

multi-sectoral planning and collaboration.  

I have no doubt that your deliberations will help all of us in establishing a road map 

for our activities in the near future. I would like to thank you all again, and ask all of you to 

obtain the utmost benefit from this meeting through sound discussions and transparent 

exchange of ideas in order to enhance the surveillance and preparedness activities for public 

health events that might be of international concern in our region. 

I wish you a pleasant stay in Cairo. 


