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Ladies and Gentlemen,  

It is my pleasure to welcome you all to the opening of our first joint workshop with the 

Secretariat of the Framework Convention on Tobacco Control (FCTC). The workshop will 

focus on the newly adopted guidelines of the Convention and on strengthening national 

understanding of the obligations of the Framework Convention for better implementation. 

The focus of this workshop will be how to effectively implement the adopted guidelines 

related to two important Articles of the FCTC; namely: the protection of public health 

policies in tobacco control from the interests of the tobacco industry and the complete ban on 

direct tobacco advertising, promotion and sponsorship. 

The Eastern Mediterranean Region is of great importance to the tobacco industry. They 

use this Region to market their products, to manufacture tobacco and as a transit route to 

other parts of the world. Unfortunately, countries of the Region are still suffering from very 

high rates of tobacco use; and the tobacco industry is taking all possible measures, including 

trying to circumvent laws, to sustain this prevalence and engage more smokers. Even when 

there is complete ban on direct tobacco advertisements, they try to use indirect means of 

promotion, such as promoting tobacco use in movies. Similarly, they try to interfere in policy 

decisions to control tobacco, posing as a legitimate industry and falsely creating the belief 

among policy-makers that they have a legal right to be involved in all decisions related to 

tobacco control. 
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Ladies and Gentlemen, 

As you all know, to date 17 Member States are Parties to the FCTC; the 

implementation at national level, however, has varied from one Member State to another. 

Nonetheless, the FCTC guidelines should now direct Parties in their attempts to implement 

the Convention effectively; all possible steps are needed to close loopholes in national 

legislation to ban all forms of direct and indirect tobacco advertisement, promotion and 

sponsorship. 

The Eastern Mediterranean Region has suffered and is still suffering from the heavy use 

of tobacco products, where prevalence has reached as high as 61.7% among men and 

approximately 8% among women. New trends continue to invade the Region and with the 

realization that the fight against tobacco is high on the political agenda, the tobacco industry 

is determined to undermine this fight by introducing new fashions in tobacco use for the 

younger generations. Shisha use, for example, is becoming increasingly widespread, 

especially among women. Moreover, we are now seeing electronic cigarettes, and for the first 

time, chewing tobacco is becoming popular in countries such as Egypt and Tunisia. Therefore 

Parties should be aware of these new tactics and should not involve the tobacco industry in 

the formulation of public health policies and interventions in tobacco control.   

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

We have seen many important developments this year in the Region. H.E Bashar al-

Assad, President of the Syrian Arab Republic, has issued a decree that bans smoking in 

public places, meetings and public transport. The decree also prohibits indirect advertisement 

of tobacco by any means and piecemeal sale of tobacco products. 

Last year, five countries of the Region––Djibouti, Egypt, Islamic Republic of Iran, 

Jordan and Pakistan––implemented pictorial health warnings on tobacco products. We are 

also expecting the seven countries of the Gulf Cooperation Council to join very soon by 

finally endorsing the use of these pictorial health warnings. Additionally, the global 

movement for tobacco-free public places has resulted in changes in legislation in many 

countries, including Egypt, Jordan, Islamic Republic of Iran, Pakistan and United Arab 

Emirates – all of whom have adopted policies which create tobacco-free public places with 

no designated areas for smokers.   

I am delighted to see this optimistic and encouraging response by our Member States to 

our call to implement the provisions of FCTC. I congratulate Member States on these 
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important accomplishments. I am hopeful that the more Parties understand their obligations 

and responsibilities to implement the Framework Convention, the stronger national 

legislation will become. We now also have to move to ahead to fight the challenges posed by 

the tobacco industry by effectively limiting their interference in tobacco control measures. 

Let me conclude by saying that I hope that such positive developments and concerted 

action against the tobacco industry will counter the challenges that we are facing. Most 

importantly, tobacco use among the youth will be curbed by the expected impact of the full 

implementation of the FCTC. 

Ladies and Gentlemen,  

I would like to wish you a productive workshop. I hope you have an enjoyable stay in 

Egypt and a safe return to your countries.  

 


